Looking for Lincoln through his Words
GRADE LEVEL: 4-5
TIME ALLOTMENT: Two to three 45-minute class periods
OVERVIEW:
In this lesson, students will explore how Abraham Lincoln used the power of words in speeches,
letters and other documents. In the Introductory Activity, students will watch a segment from the
PBS film Looking for Lincoln featuring Lincoln quotes and try to identify the origin of each
quotation. In the first Learning Activity, students will closely examine Lincoln’s use of words in
the Gettysburg Address and learn that a short speech can be powerful. In the second Learning
Activity, students will discuss different reasons for writing letters and review some of Abraham
Lincoln’s letters. In the Culminating Activity, students will write their own speeches or letters
and then present them to the class.
SUBJECT MATTER:
Social Studies; U.S. History; Language Arts
LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
•
Quote famous Lincoln phrases and state the speeches or documents from which they come;
•
Cite examples of how and by whom Lincoln has been quoted in recent times;
•
Discuss why people still quote Lincoln today;
•
Express a point of view in a speech or letter;
•
Describe different types of letters and reasons why people write letters.
STANDARDS
History Standards for Grades K-4
http://nchs.ucla.edu/standards/dev-k-4.html
Historical Thinking Standards
Standard 2: Historical Comprehension
A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative.
Content Standards
Standard 4: How democratic values came to be, and how they have been exemplified by people,
events, and symbols
C. The student understands historic figures who have exemplified values and principles of
American democracy.
History Standards for Grades 5-12
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http://nchs.ucla.edu/standards/thinking5-12_toc.html
Historical Thinking Standards
Standard 2: Historical Comprehension
A. Identify the author or source of the historical document or narrative and assess its
credibility.
Language Arts Standards for grades 3-5
http://www.mcrel.org/compendium/SubjectTopics.asp?SubjectID=7
Writing Standards
Standard 1. Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process.
Level II (Grades 3-5)
10. Writes expressive compositions (e.g., expresses ideas, reflections, and observations;
uses an individual, authentic voice; uses narrative strategies, relevant details, and ideas
that enable the reader to imagine the world of the event or experience)
12. Writes personal letters (e.g., includes the date, address, greeting, body, and closing;
addresses envelopes; includes signature)
Reading Standards
Standard 7. Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of
informational texts
Level II (Grades 3-5)
1. Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of informational texts (e.g.,
textbooks, biographical sketches, letters, diaries, directions, procedures, magazines)
Listening and Speaking Standards
Standard 8. Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes
Level II (Grades 3-5)
5. Uses strategies to convey a clear main point when speaking (e.g., expresses ideas in a
logical manner, uses specific vocabulary to establish tone and present information)
7. Makes basic oral presentations to class (e.g., uses subject-related information and
vocabulary; includes content appropriate to the audience; relates ideas and observations;
incorporates visual aids or props; incorporates several sources of information)
12. Understands the main ideas and supporting details in spoken texts (e.g., presentations
by peers or quest speakers, a current affairs report on the radio)
MEDIA COMPONENTS

Learn more at http://www.pbs.org/lookingforlincoln

Video:
Looking for Lincoln, selected segments
Clip 1: “Abraham Lincoln’s Words”
This segment describes Lincoln’s use of language throughout his presidency.
Clip 2: “Quoting Abraham Lincoln”
This segment features U.S. Presidents quoting Abraham Lincoln.
Clip 3: “The Gettysburg Address”
This segment discusses Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address.
Access the streaming and downloadable video segments for this lesson at the Video
Segments Page (http://www.pbs.org/wnet/lookingforlincoln/lessons/looking-for-lincoln-throughhis-words/video-segments/236/).
Web sites:
Analyzing the Evidence
[http://www.pbs.org/wnet/lookingforlincoln/analyzing-the-evidence/overview/87/]
This primary source document activity helps students examine key Lincoln documents and
photographs through a series of questions. In this lesson, students will be exploring the
Gettysburg Address and the Letter to Grace Bedell.
Abraham Lincoln Online: Speeches and Writings
[http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/speeches.htm]
This Web site features speeches, letters and other documents by Abraham Lincoln, as well as
background information about the documents. During this lesson, students will be reviewing the
following letters:
• Letter to Fanny McCullough (1862)
[http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/mccull.htm]
Abraham Lincoln Thank You Letter
• Letter of Thanks for White Rabbits (1862)
(http://www.pbs.org//wnet/lookingforlincoln/uncategorized/lincolns-white-rabbitsletter/241/)
MATERIALS
For the class:
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•
•
•
•

Computers with internet access (If you do not have internet access in the classroom, you
can make printouts of Lincoln’s letters and speeches featured in this lesson and distribute
them to your students. See the “Prep for Teachers” section below for details.)
Computer and projection screen (for class viewing of online/downloaded video segments
and “Analyzing the Evidence”)
Copies of “Famous Quotes Handout 1” and “Famous Quotes Handout 2” (download
here) (See the “Prep for Teachers” section below for details.)
“Letter from Abraham Lincoln” Answer Key

For each pair of students:
• 1 copy of the “Letter from Abraham Lincoln” Student Organizer
For each student:
• 2-3 blank sheets of paper on which to write their speeches and letters
• Pencils, pens and crayons
PREP FOR TEACHERS
Prior to teaching this lesson, you will need to:
Preview all of the video segments and Web sites used in the lesson.
Download the video clips used in the lesson to your classroom computer, or prepare to
watch them using your classroom’s Internet connection.
Bookmark the Web sites used in the lesson on each computer in your classroom. Using a
social bookmarking tool such as del.icio.us or diigo (or an online bookmarking utility
such as portaportal) will allow you to organize all the links in a central location.
Print out and make one copy of the “Famous Quotes Handout 1” for each student.
Print out and make copies of the “Famous Quotes Handout 2.” Cut out the excerpts along
the dotted lines. Make enough copies so that each pair of students gets one excerpt. It is
fine for multiple groups to have the same excerpt.
Familiarize yourself with the Gettysburg Address document featured in the Analyzing the
Evidence interactive. [http://www.pbs.org/lookingforlincoln/analyzing-theevidence/overview/87/] Note: If you do not have internet access in your classroom, print
out one copy of the Gettysburg Address for each student.

Learn more at http://www.pbs.org/lookingforlincoln

Familiarize yourself with the Letter to Fanny McCullough, the Letter to Grace Bedell and
the Letter of Thanks for White Rabbits (listed in the Web sites section above). Note: If
you do not have internet access in your classroom, print out copies of each letter, so that
each group of 2-3 students has one letter to review. The same letter can be distributed to
multiple groups.
INTRODUCTORY ACTIVITY: Quoting Lincoln
1. Ask students to tell you some facts they know about Abraham Lincoln. (Possible
Answers: He was the 16th President of the United States; he signed the Emancipation
Proclamation; he was shot by John Wilkes Booth.)
2. Explain to your students that Lincoln is often remembered for the things he said. Even
today, many people still quote things Lincoln wrote and said. Ask students if they know
any phrases Lincoln is known for writing or saying. Explain that, during this lesson, we
are going to explore some of Lincoln’s speeches and writings.
3. Distribute one copy of “Famous Quotes Handout 1” to each student.
4. Explain to your students that you are now going to watch a short video segment from the
PBS film Looking for Lincoln, discussing Abraham Lincoln’s use of words during his
presidency. Explain that the segment includes some famous quotes by Lincoln.
5. Provide your students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA INTERACTION, asking them to
listen for words or phrases from the “Famous Quotes Handout 1.” Ask them to circle the
words or phrases on their paper when they hear or see them on the screen.
6. PLAY Video Segment #1, “Abraham Lincoln’s Words.” Access the streaming and
downloadable video segments for this lesson at the Video Segments Page
(http://www.pbs.org/wnet/lookingforlincoln/lessons/looking-for-lincoln-through-hiswords/video-segments/236/). After the segment, ask your students to discuss which of
the phrases they heard and/or saw in the video.
Write each of the bolded phrases where the class can see them (on a large sheet of paper,
white board, chalk board, etc.):
• “let us have faith that right makes might,”
• “the better angels of our nature”
• “with malice toward none; with charity for all”
7. Ask the students to discuss what they think each of the three phrases mean.
During the discussion, point out the following:
• “let us have faith that right makes might”- describes that it is important to believe
that doing the right thing can make us stronger
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•
•

“the better angels of our nature”- refers to what is good within us; our goodness
“with malice toward none; with charity for all”- encourages us to not have bad
feelings toward anyone and to be caring and friendly to others

8. Ask students to discuss what these 3 phrases might have in common. (Possible answers:
they encourage people to be good to others, act in a kind manner and do what is right;
they all encourage good behavior.)
9. Divide students into pairs or small groups. Distribute the 5 excerpts on the “Famous
Quotes Handout 2,” making sure that at least one group has each excerpt.
10. Ask students to read their assigned excerpt and discuss it with their group. Encourage
students to find the name of the speech or letter, the date and to pay special attention to
the words written in bold. (Note: These are words that you are going to ask them to
identify in the next video segment.)
11. Explain to your students that you are now going to watch some segments that feature
people quoting Abraham Lincoln. Provide your students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA
INTERACTION, asking them to listen closely for the bolded phrase on their paper.
When they hear the same or similar phrase, ask them to circle it on their paper and to
write down the name of the person who quoted it.
12. PLAY Video Segment #2, “Quoting Abraham Lincoln.” Access the streaming and
downloadable video segments for this lesson at the Video Segments Page
(http://www.pbs.org/wnet/lookingforlincoln/lessons/looking-for-lincoln-through-hiswords/video-segments/236/). After the segment, lead your students in a discussion about
the quotes that were featured in the clip.
•

Reagan quoting Lincoln: Remind your students that the first person they saw
was former President Ronald Reagan. Ask for volunteers to tell you what Reagan
quoted Lincoln as saying. (You cannot help men permanently by doing for them
what they could and should do for themselves.) Write this phrase somewhere
where the class can see it (on a large piece of paper, white board, chalk board,
etc.). Did Lincoln actually say that quote? (No) Ask for the group(s) with that
quote to share with the class information about that quote (it is from the “Ten
Points” written by William John Henry Boetcker; Many people often say that
Lincoln wrote these lines, but they were actually written by Boetcker.)

•

Bush quoting Lincoln: Ask the students if they remember what quote Bush used
in his speech. (Those who deny freedom to others, deserve it not for themselves.)
Write this phrase on the board. Ask for the group(s) with that quote to share with
the class information about that quote. (Lincoln wrote these words in a letter to a
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man named Henry Pierce and others, April 6, 1859.) Briefly discuss what Lincoln
meant by these words—people do not deserve to be free if they stop others from
being free—he wrote these words specifically about slavery, meaning that people
who are not willing to be a slave themselves should not have slaves.
•

Obama quoting Lincoln:
Ask students if they remember the last person shown on the clip. (President
Obama.) Point out that Obama quoted two different Lincoln speeches in his
speech. He first mentioned: “Two centuries later a government of the people, by
the people and for the people has not perished from the earth.” Ask student to tell
you what speech those lines are from. (The Gettysburg Address.) Ask for
volunteers to read the relevant phrase from the ending of the Gettysburg Address
“government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.” Write this phrase somewhere where the class can see it.
Ask for volunteers to point out the 2nd phrase that Obama mentioned. (We are not
enemies, but friends. Though passion may have strained, it must not break our
bonds of affection.) Ask students what speech this is from. (Lincoln’s 1st
Inaugural Address, March 4, 1861). Ask for volunteers to read the relevant phrase
from the last paragraph of the 1st Inaugural Address: “We are not enemies, but
friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not
break our bonds of affection.” Write this phrase somewhere where the class can
see it.

13. Ask students to think about and discuss why people might want to quote Abraham
Lincoln today. (Possible answer: Lincoln is known as a good writer and many people
admire his writing style; Lincoln is looked upon by many as a great president. By quoting
him, Presidents and others are linking themselves with him and showing their respect for
him, as well as their knowledge of U.S. history.)
LEARNING ACTIVITY 1: Lincoln’s Speeches
1. Explain to the students that some of the quotes that we just studied are from famous
Lincoln speeches. What are some of the speeches that those quotes are from? (Lincoln’s
First Inaugural; Lincoln’s Second Inaugural; the Cooper Union Speech and the
Gettysburg Address)
2. Explain that all of these speeches were given at special occasions. Talk briefly about the
occasions for some of Lincoln’s speeches:
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•

Cooper Union Speech: Point to the phrase, “Let us have faith that right makes
might.” Explain that this phrase is from a speech that Abraham Lincoln made at
Cooper Union in New York, before he began running for president. Since TV,
radios and computers did not exist in Lincoln’s time, speeches were very
important ways for politicians like Lincoln to let large groups of people know
their points of view. This speech helped people throughout the U.S. learn about
Lincoln and his views. 1,500 people attended the speech in person, 150,000 read
it the next morning in the newspaper and hundreds of thousands more read it in
newspapers across the country during the next week.

•

Lincoln’s 1st Inaugural Address: Point to the phrases “We are not enemies, but
friends…” and “the better angels of our nature.” Ask students to remind you what
speech this quote is from. (Lincoln’s 1st Inaugural.) Ask students to explain what
is a “1st inaugural” (This was when Abraham Lincoln was sworn in as President
for the first time in March 4, 1861.)

•

Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address: Point to the phrase: “With malice toward
none: with charity for all.” Explain that this speech is from Lincoln’s 2nd
Inaugural. Explain that this is a speech he gave to a live audience in front of the
Capitol building in Washington, DC on March 4, 1865, after being re-elected to
the presidency. Point out to students that both Lincoln’s first and second inaugural
addresses were given on March 4th. Ask students if they know what date
Presidential Inaugurations take place now. (January 20th.) Explain that, before
1937, U.S. Presidents were inaugurated on March 4, but starting on January 20th,
1937, U.S. Presidents have been inaugurated on January 20th.

3. Explain that Lincoln was known for giving powerful speeches. One of the most powerful
and most well-known speeches he gave was the Gettysburg Address. Ask them to tell you
which of the phrases that they have already looked at is from the Gettysburg Address
(“government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.”) Explain that they are going to watch a short clip about the Gettysburg Address.
4. Provide your students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA INTERACTION, asking them to
listen closely to see how long (how many words) the speech was.
5. Play Video Segment #2, “The Gettysburg Address,” for your students. After the segment,
ask students how long the speech was. (272 words.)
6. Project the “Analyzing the Evidence” interactive
[http://www.pbs.org/lookingforlincoln/analyzing-the-evidence/overview/87/] and select
the Gettysburg Address. Provide your students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA
INTERACTION by letting them know that you will all be working together to examine
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Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address and will be answering a series of questions about the
document.
Lead your students through each of the questions in the interactive to help them
understand the document.
Note: If you do not have internet access in your classroom, print out copies of the
Gettysburg Address
[http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm] for each of
your students and discuss the meaning of the document. During your discussion,
highlight the fact that Abraham Lincoln gave this speech November 19, 1863 on the site
of the Battle of Gettysburg to dedicate the Soldiers’ National Cemetery. Also point out
key phrases such as “four score and seven years ago” (87 years ago) and “a government
of the people by the people for the people shall not perish from this earth” and explain
that these phrases and others from the speech are still widely quoted today.
7. After exploring the document with your students, point out the fact that the Gettysburg
Address, which lasted about two minutes, followed a 2-hour speech given by Edward
Everett. The shorter speech given by Abraham Lincoln is still quoted today, but most
people have not heard Edward Everett’s speech. Explain that often a short speech can be
as powerful as or more powerful than a very long speech.
LEARNING ACTIVITY 2: Lincoln’s Letters
1. Explain to students that in addition to writing speeches, Abraham Lincoln also wrote
many letters. Ask students to think about and discuss why people might write letters or
cards to each other. (Possible answers: to wish someone greetings on a happy occasion—
birthday, graduation, etc.; to cheer someone up; to thank someone; to keep in touch with
someone from far away; to tell someone far away what has been happening lately in
their life (like a letter from camp); to inform someone about something.) Remind students
that during Abraham Lincoln’s time, there were no computers and no telephones.
Therefore, letters were an important way for people to communicate with each other
when far away.
2. Project the Letter to Grace Bedell in the “Analyzing the Evidence” activity
[http://www.pbs.org/lookingforlincoln/analyzing-the-evidence/overview/87/] on a screen
for all your students to see. Provide your students with a FOCUS FOR MEDIA
INTERACTION by letting them know that you will all be working together to read and
answer questions about a letter that Abraham Lincoln wrote to an 11-year old girl.
Complete the activity with your students, asking students the questions about the letter
and then discussing the answers with them. Ask students to discuss why they think
Lincoln took the time to write this letter to Grace Bedell. Note: If you do not have
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internet access in your classroom, print out copies of the letter for your students and
discuss the letter with them, asking and answering the questions in the “Analyzing the
Evidence” activity.
3. Divide the class into small groups of 2-3 students. Distribute the “Letter from Abraham
Lincoln” Student Organizer to each group. Assign each group to one of the following
letters:
• Letter to Fanny McCullough (1862)
[http://showcase.netins.net/web/creative/lincoln/speeches/mccull.htm]
• Letter of Thanks for White Rabbits (1862)
(http://www.pbs.org//wnet/lookingforlincoln/uncategorized/lincolns-white-rabbitsletter/241/)
4. Ask each group to review its assigned letter online or via a printout and to complete the
“Letter from Abraham Lincoln” Student Organizer.
5. Once the students have completed their organizers, lead a discussion about each letter,
using the Answer Key as a guide. Ask students to share information about when Lincoln
wrote the letter, to whom he wrote the letter and the main purpose of the letter. Review
these basic facts for the Grace Bedell letter, as well.
CULMINATING ACTIVITY
1. Ask students to think about and discuss some of the things they have learned about
Abraham Lincoln through this lesson. (Possible answers: He was President during a
war; he wrote many speeches and letters; he was very skilled at using words; many of his
speeches and writings are famous and still quoted today.)
2. Remind students that, as they have seen in this lesson, Abraham Lincoln gave speeches
for different events and also wrote different types of letters—letters to cheer people up,
thank you letters, etc.). Explain to the students that now it is their turn to write either a
speech or a letter.
3. Discuss the main features of a speech and a letter with students:
•

Explain that speeches need to have a main topic and the speaker needs a reason for
giving the speech. Let the students know that they should also have a specific
audience in mind to whom they want to give the speech. The purpose of the speech
should be to express an opinion or convince someone to do something. For
example—encourage people to recycle, discuss why it is important not to smoke;
explain the importance of wearing seatbelts, etc. Remind students that Abraham
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address was only 272 words. Let them know that their

Learn more at http://www.pbs.org/lookingforlincoln

speeches also need to be 272 words or less.
•

Explain that a letter needs to have a greeting, such as “Dear Mary” and a closing,
such as “Love, Abraham.” Point out some of the greetings and closings that Abraham
Lincoln used in his letters. Explain that before writing a letter, the students should
think about why they might like to write a letter (for example, to cheer someone up,
to thank someone, etc.) and pick someone (real or imaginary) to whom they would
like to write. Explain that they do not need to give these letters to anyone, but you
would like some students to share their letters with the class when they are done.

4. Ask students to work in a small group or by themselves to write a speech or a letter.
5. After students have written speeches, ask them to check the word count. If the speech is
too long, ask them to edit it in order for it to be 272 words or less. Encourage students
who are writing letters to edit them and make sure that they are clearly expressing their
message. After students have finished editing their speeches and letters, ask for
volunteers to read their speeches/letters to the class.
6. After students have presented their speeches and letters, ask students to share their
experiences writing them. Ask them to discuss any challenges that they experienced
during the writing process.
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Letter from Abraham Lincoln
Student Organizer
Look closely at the letter that you have been assigned. Read it carefully and then complete
the following:
Date of letter: _________________________
Location where letter was written: __________________________________________
Name of person the letter is written to: ______________________________________
Name of person who wrote the letter: _______________________________________
Reason for writing the letter: ______________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
Our group’s thoughts/ observations about the letter (Note: Include any new things you have
learned about Lincoln from the letter, how he ended the letter, the tone of the letter, your
thoughts about the letter, etc.):
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Letter from Abraham Lincoln
Student Organizer Answer Key
Look closely at the letter that you have been assigned. Read it carefully and then complete
the following:
Letter to Fanny
McCullough
Date of letter
December 23, 1862
Location where Executive Mansion
letter was
(The White House)
written
Washington, DC
Name of
Fanny McCullough (the
person the
daughter of his longletter is written time friend, William
to
McCullough)
Name of
Abraham Lincoln
person who
(signed as A. Lincoln)
wrote the letter
Reason for
To express his grief on
writing the
hearing about the death
letter
of Fanny’s father and to
try to cheer her up.
Thoughts/
In this letter, Lincoln
observations
writes “I have had
about the letter experience enough to
know what I say.” In
fact, Lincoln suffered a
lot of loss in his life, as
well. His mother died
when he was 9 years old
and two of his sons had
died by the time he
wrote this letter. His son
Edward died in 1850
and his son Willie died
February 20, 1862 (10
months before Lincoln
wrote this letter).

Letter of thanks for
White Rabbits
April 2, 1862
Executive Mansion
(The White House)
Washington, DC
Michael Crock, Esq.
(Esq is an abbreviation
for esquire, which means
lawyer)
Abraham Lincoln

Letter to
Grace Bedell
October 19, 1860
Springfield, Illinos

To say thank you for
white rabbits that were
given to his son.

To respond to Grace’s
letter to him, asking him
to grow a beard.

Even though Abraham
Lincoln was very busy
with the responsibilities
of being President of the
United States, he took
the time to thank
someone for a gift for
his son.

Before receiving the
letter, Lincoln had never
grown a beard.
However, within a few
months of receiving
Grace Bedell’s letter, he
grew a beard for the first
time.
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Grace Bedell (an 11year old who had written
Lincoln a letter asking
him to grow a beard)
Abraham Lincoln
(signed as A. Lincoln)

Famous Quotes: Handout 1
Last Paragraph of Abraham Lincoln’s 1st Inaugural Address
March 4, 1861
“I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion
may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory,
stretching from every battle-field, and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearth-stone, all
over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they
will be, by the better angels of our nature.”

Last Paragraph of Abraham Lincoln’s 2nd Inaugural Address
March 4, 1865
“With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to
see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care
for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan--to do all which may
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.”

Last Paragraph of Abraham Lincoln’s speech at Cooper Union in New York
February 27, 1860
“Neither let us be slandered from our duty by false accusations against us, nor frightened from it
by menaces of destruction to the Government nor of dungeons to ourselves. Let us have faith
that right makes might, and in that faith, let us, to the end, dare to do our duty as we understand
it.”
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Famous Quotes: Handout 2
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Last Paragraph of Abraham Lincoln’s 1st Inaugural Address
March 4, 1861
“I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though
passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of
memory, stretching from every battle-field, and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearthstone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as
surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Ending of Gettysburg Address
November 19, 1863
“It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure
of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by
the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Excerpt from letter to Henry Pierce and others
April 6, 1859
“This is a world of compensations; and he who would be no slave, must consent to have no
slave. Those who deny freedom to others, deserve it not for themselves; and, under a just
God, can not long retain it.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Ten Points
First Published in 1916
Although some people have claimed that Lincoln wrote the "Ten Points,” these words were
actually written by Reverend William John Henry Boetcker (1873-1962):
You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.
You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.
You cannot help small men by tearing down big men.
You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.
You cannot lift the wage-earner by pulling down the wage-payer.
You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than your income.
You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred.
You cannot establish sound security on borrowed money.
You cannot build character and courage by taking away a man's initiative and independence.
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You cannot help men permanently by doing for them what they could and should do for
themselves.
Information about this quote: Reverend William John Henry Boetcker first published these 10
points in a brochure called "Lincoln on Private Property." One side of the brochure featured
words by Lincoln and the other side had the 10 points by Boetcker. This brochure was reprinted
several times and, eventually, Boetcker’s name was dropped from the brochure, making it look
like Lincoln had written the points.
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9E0CE5DC173DF93AA2575BC0A964958260
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White Rabbits Letter Transcript
Executive Mansion
April 2, 1862
My Dear Sir
Allow me to thank you in behalf of my little son for your
present of White Rabbits. He is very much pleased with them.
Yours truly
Abraham Lincoln
Michael Crock Esq.
860 N. Fourth St. Philada.
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