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Several informants have indicated existence of so-called "ELEANOR CLUBS" organized by negro maids.
According to some informants purpose of clubs is to discontinue use of negroes as servants, while other informants
indicate purpose to have servants dine with families they serve. No definite indication that such groups exist and
stories apparently originate through widespread rumors.
-PDETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C.
This investigation is predicated on the complaint of XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX to state that his
wife, XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX and himself had heard quite a bit about the existence of so-called "ELEANOR
CLUBS." According to the informant, several sources had mentioned to his wife and himself that negroes were
organizing "ELEANOR CLUBS" whose motto was "No colored maid in the kitchen by Christmas." The informant
advised that he did not know whether these sources were repeating rumors which they had heard or whether they
had definite knowledge of the existence of such clubs. XXXXXXXX had told her husband that a woman taking the
school census had made some remarks about those clubs. The informant also furnished the names
of XXXXXXXX , Washington, D.C., and XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX Silver Springs, Maryland, as sources
from which he had heard of the clubs.
XXXXXXXX was accordingly interviewed with regard to his knowledge concerning such organizations. He said
that XXXXXXXX Tacoma Park, Maryland, had had a negro maid named ANNIE. XXXXXXXX advised that he
had been impressed with the consideration XXXXXXXX had shown to ANNIE over a long period of time. He said
that XXXXXXXX came from Staunton, Virginia and appeared to understand negroes. He related that she had
secured the services of a physician whenever ANNIE had been ill and had also had him look to her spiritual needs.
Despite the fact that ANNIE had received every attention from XXXXXXXX he said, the maid had become
rebellious and sullen and eventually quit. He advised that he learned through XXXXXXXX that ANNIE had been
a member of a so-called "ELEANOR CLUB" whose motto was "No colored maid in the kitchen by
Christmas." XXXXXXXX was unable to furnish any further information with regard to the matter, but suggested
that XXXXXXXX would be able to furnish complete details.
It should be noted that prior to the receipt of this complaint the Bureau advised the Washington Field office under
date of September 30, 1942 that information had been received from XXXXXXXX through his

wife, XXXXXXXX relative to the possible existence of such a club in the City of Washington. XXXXXXXX had
said that he heard through a fellow employee at the Radio Research Department of the Naval Research Laboratory
that a neighbor of XXXXXXXX , the fellow employee, had had a maid who was a member of this organization.
This information was to the effect that the neighbor lady told her maid to prepare places for the evening dinner for
four people. Upon examining the setting of the table she notices there were five places arranged and when she asked
the maid the reason for setting a fifth place rather than the four she was advised by the maid that the maid was a
member of an "ELEANOR CLUB" and that she was to eat with the guests that evening.
As shown in the report of XXXXXXXX dated November 20, 1942 at Washington, D.C., in the case entitled
"FOREIGN INSPIRED AGITATION AMONG THE AMERICAN NEGROES IN THE WASHINGTON FIELD
DIVISION, INTERNAL SECURITY - C" both XXXXXXXX and XXXXXXXX were interviewed in connection
with this matter, but neither were able to furnish any additional information. XXXXXXXX reluctantly advised that
he had heard of the incident through his mother who had in turn learned of it from XXXXXXXX , N.W.
XXXXXXXX accordingly was questioned concerning the matter, but she said that she had never heard of the story.
The only incident she could recall which might have given rise to the story was that a few years before she had
employed a negro boy whose name and whose present whereabouts she could not then recall, who had said that
some white people would permit him to eat with the family. XXXXXXXX advised that she had not believed the
boy, whom she knew to be an inveterate liar, but had questioned him about the matter. He had replied that a family
living next door to XXXXXXXX would permit the boy to eat with them as he was not employed as their
servant. XXXXXXXX said that she knew that such was not the case and had dismissed the matter from her mind.
She could not account for the story reported by XXXXXXXX whose identity was not reviewed, unless it had
originated with the incident just related by her.
Even prior to the above report, XXXXXXXX , N.W., reported to XXXXXXXX on July 24, 1942 the existence of
some such club. According to this informant, who was not considered entirely reliable, the members of the so-called
"ELEANOR CLUBS" had agreed to quit their employment, if any of their employers or their friends made a slurring
reference to either the President or his wife. This informant was unable to give any further information with regard
to the organizations, and no further investigation was conducted on the basis of her allegation.
It is also noted in the report of XXXXXXXX , Atlanta, Georgia, dated October 16, 1942, in the case entitled
"ELEANOR UNION, INTERNAL SECURITY" that a complaint was received at LaGrange, Georgia that a negro
cook had quit her job and stated that she had been ordered to do so by the "ELEANOR UNION" and that she had
signed a pledge in her own blood and that any negro who took her job would be beat up by members of the group. A
complete investigation of this matter as shown in this report revealed that the entire story was false as far as its
having occurred at LaGrange, Georgia and that the story had apparently originated at Washington, D.C. and
Birmingham, Alabama.
With regard to the origin of the story, XXXXXXXX at LaGrange Woman's College, stated that while she was
visiting a niece in Marietta, Pennsylvania, whose name she refused to divulge, she had attended a bridge party at a
neighbor's home. She could not recall the name of the neighbor, but stated that at the party a XXXXXXXX or
a XXXXXXXX she was not sure which, had told her that the wife of a retired Naval Officer in Washington, D.C.
had said that her negro cook had suddenly quit her job. When asked for the reason for leaving the cook had said that
she was a member of the "ELEANOR UNION" and that since on the previous night the Naval Officer's wife had
guests who ridiculed the negroes it was her obligation to quit her job in compliance with the pledge which she had
signed in blood. XXXXXXXX stated that this story came to her in July, 1942, and that while she was returning to
Georgia from Pennsylvania she went through Charlotte, North Carolina where she heard a similar story.
In view of the indefinite origin of this last mentioned story, no effort was made to investigate it in this Field
Division. It would appear, however, that the stories of the so-called "ELEANOR CLUBS" are the result of
widespread rumors without foundation and fact. An effort will be made, however, to substantiate the existence of
such an organization wherever any specific complaint is received.

