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MEETING O F  T H E  iMCA BOARD O F  DIRECTORS 
1 O : O O  a . m . ,  Tuesday ,  F e b r u a r y  8, 1977 

Washington  Hil ton (Map  Room) ,  Washington, D. C. 

Opening R e m a r k s  and  Introduct ion of G u e s t s  

,Minutes of &Meeting of J a n u a r y  11, 1977 

B u s i n e s s  I t ems :  
( a )  Approva l  of D i r e c t o r ' s  A l t e rna te :  

(b )  R e p o r t  of M e m b e r s h i p  C o m m i t t e e  

( c )  P r o p o s e d  Benzene  Study Re la t ive  t o  OSHA Regulat ion 

(d)  Appoin tment  of C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  

C h a r l e s  E.  B r o o k e s  ( f o r  R o b e r t  D. Goodal l )  

N e a s e  C h e m i c a l  Company,  Inc. 

(At tachment )  
(At tachment )  

R e p o r t  of D i r e c t o r  of G o v e r n m e n t  Re la t ions  

(At tachment )  R e p o r t s  of C o m m i t t e e s :  
(a) C h e m i c a l  Regula t ions  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  

G e o r g e  Dominguez,  C h a i r m a n  
D i s c u s s i o n  l e a d e r :  R i c h a r d  E. H e c k e r t  

(b)  G o v e r n m e n t  Re la t ions  C o m m i t t e e  
Don A. Goodal l ,  C h a i r m a n  
D i s c u s s i o n  leader: John  M. H e n s k e  

( c )  L a b e l s  a n d  P r e c a u t i o n a r y  In fo rma t ion  C o m m i t t e e  
C h a r l e s  J. ( C h a r l i e )  O 'Connor ,  C h a i r m a n  
D i s c u s s i o n  l e a d e r :  Andrew J. McNei l l  

In fo rma t ion  I t e m s  by D i r e c t o r  s 

R e p o r t  of t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
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Proposed Program 
o n  

OSHA Benzene Regulation 

b 

Purpose 

N I O S H  has proposed t h a t  t h e  permissible  exposure l e v e l s  
fo r  benzene be reduced from 10 ppm t o  1 ppm. The b a s i s  for 
t h i s  reduction is  questioned. The purpose of t h e  proposed 
program is  t o  develop a sound t echn ica l  base f o r  a posit.ion 
by industry on p o t e n t i a l  regula t ion  arLd t o  advance t h a t  
pos i t ion  w i t h  OSHA and N I O S H .  

A n  ad hoc planning group composed of representa t ives  of 
fourteen producers and u s e r s  of benzene, having reviewed 
r ead i ly  a v a i l a b l e  information, have recommended t h a t  a s p e c i a l  
p ro jec t  o n  benzene be e s t ab l i shed  w i t h i n  MCA t o  prepare and 
present t o  OSHA and NIOSH lnformat ion and recommendat ions on 
benzene occupat ional  health exposure regula t ions .  This program 
would encompass two p r inc ipa l  ob jec t ives  a s  d i c t a t e d  by the  
c r i t i c a l i t y  of timing. The f i r s t  ob jec t ive  with highest  p r i -  
o r i t y  would address  t h e  following a reas :  

1. From a review of information ava i l ab le  (pr imar i ly  
i n  t he  publ ic  l i t e r a t u r e ) ,  a s ses s  the hazards 
assoc ia ted  with various l e v e l s  of exposure with 
t h e  view t o  r e l a t i n g  t o  N I O S H  recommendations and 
OSHA proposals.  The background papers,  de l ibera-  
t i o n s ,  and reso lu t ion  of t h e  November 9-11, 1976 ,  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  workshop on toxicology of benzene 
i n  Pa r i s  may be of e spec ia l  value.  The consensus 
was t h a t  ou ts ide  expe r t i s e  sho t ld  be h i r e d  f o r  
t h i s  t a sk .  

2 .  Consolidate and organize o ther  c u r r e n t l y  ava i l ab le  
da ta  t o  a r r i v e  a t  appropr ia te  c o n c l u s i o n s  to be 
presented t o  OSHA. This is meant t o  apply p r i -  
marily t o  epidemiologic s t u d i e s  c a r r i e d  ou t  i n  
var ious companies, b u t  not p u b l x i z e d  from a 
coficern t h a t  they d id  not represent  a l a rge  enough 
base. Adding them toge ther  may provide a more 
convincing p i c tu re .  Again i t  was f e l t  t h a t  ou t s ide  
e x p e r t i s e  should be sought to consol ida te  the i n -  
format ion. 
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Individual  members would be encouraged t o  conduct and 
repor t  monitoring observat ions to enable an assessment t o  
be made of t.he impact of d i f f e r e n t  permissible exposure 
leve Is. 

3 .  React t o  d e t a i l s  of c r i t e r i a  documeRts, s tandards ,  
o r  gu ide l ines .  

A longer-term ob jec t ive  would be t o  a s s e s s  t h e  des i r -  
a b i l i t y  of undertaking appropr ia te  addl t  i.ona1 research ,  
industry epidemiology s t u d i e s ,  and economic s t u d i e s  ir. 
conjunction w i t h ,  o r  independent of 
t r ade  a s soc ia t ions .  

programs w i t h i n  o ther  

Supervision 

The program would  be supervised by a Special  Project  U n i t  
c o ~ s i s t i n g  of one r ep resen ta t ive  from each subscr ibing company, 
p l u s  an MCA s t a f f  representa t ive  who would also  serve  a3 a 
pro jec t  manager. Due t o  t h e  expected numbers, they might w i s h  I 

t o  designate  a working group containing a mixtclre of tox ico lo-  i 
g i s t s  and/or physicians i n d u s t r  Fa1 hyg ien i s t s ,  epidemiologis ts ,  ! 
and regula tory  a f f a i r s  personnel.  

I t  was agreed t h a t  c lose  supervis ion by l e g a l  counsel 
should be provided f o r .  

Funding 

The benzene s p e c i a l  p ro j ec t  would be f u l l y  f i n a n c i a l l y  
supported by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  companies with c o s t s  t o  be d i s t r ibu ted  
on the  b a s i s  of riominal benzene product.ion capac i ty  apd ase.  
s p i t e  of g r e a t  u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,  t h e  following budget i s  proposed 
i n  it i a l l y  : 

I n  

Legal counsel .$ 50,000 

Col la t ion  and assessment of epidemiologic Ln- 
Review of information f o r  assessment of hazard LOO,  000 

format ion 1u0,000 

MCA supervis ion 
Contingencies 
Total  

1.06 , 000 
1.50,OOO 

$500 ,000  
-I_ 
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St ipu la t ions  

Any s c i e n t i f i c  information developed from t h i s  program 
is t o  be f u l l y  d i sc losed ,  without r e s t r i c t i o n .  For purposes 
of consistency and con t ro l ,  however, a l l  r e l eases  would be 
made s o l e l y  through MCA. 

Any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o r  recommendation stemming from t h i s  
p ro j ec t  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  M C A ,  o r  any u n i t  t he reo f ,  s h a l l  be 
subjec t  t o  approval by t h e  Board of Di rec tors .  

The foregoing requirements would not preclude p r i v a t e  
s c i e n t i f i c  interchange of non-compet it i v e  information usefu l  
t o  t h e  advancement of t h e  program, nor re levant  p r i v a t e  
communication within and among subscr ibing companies. I t  
would be an ob l iga t ion  t o  inform t h e  MCA s t a f f  representa-  
t i v e  on a cur ren t  b a s i s  about a l l  such interchanges and 
communications o the r  than those i n t e r n a l  t o  the  company. 

Operat ion 

The Spec ia l  Project  U n i t  would be governed by MCA 
p rac t i ces  and p o l i c i e s ,  including the  requirements of t h e  
"General P r inc ip l e s  Applicable t o  t h e  S t ruc tu re  and Opera- 
t i ons  of committees. '# 

MCA 
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