RED FILES – Soviet Sport Wars

PRE-TITLE OPENING
History of Medals 

SS Dramatic image of 

      gymnast tumbling

10.00.00





10.00.02
NARRATOR






IN THE SOVIET UNION, SPORTS SERVED 





POLITICS.

Archive  Olga Korbut

10.00.09       
CHAMPIONS LIKE OLGA KORBUT WON       

                performs



GLORY FOR COMMUNISM.  BUT THEY 





FELT TRAPPED BY THE SYSTEM.





10:00:20
OLGA

         





I WAS IN, BIG PRISON. 

MS Olga


10:00:23
YOU CAN'T LIVE WITHOUT FREEDOM.  





YOU CAN'T LIVE WITHOUT.  YOU CAN'T 





MOVE ANYWHERE.   THIS IS 







RIDICULOUS.

SS Athletes running

10.00.31

Still Ralph Boston and
10.00.34
IGOR

        Igor Ter-Ovanesyan


THEY TELL ME, IGOR, YOU ARE 



ABSOLUTELY NORMAL GUY.  

MS Igor


10.00.41
HOW YOU CAN LIVE THERE? 

SS Gymnast jumping

10.00.44
WE MAKE A 
PROPOSAL. 

MS Igor


10.00.48
ESCAPE.

TITLE MUSIC & 

10.00.49


TITLE SEQUENCE

SERIES TITLES 

10.01.14
THE RED FILES







SOVIET SPORT WARS

SS Hockey players emerge
10.01.22


Archive 1972 general 
10.01.34


      Ice hockey footage

SS Hockey players GV’s
10.01.37

Archive 1972 general 
10.01.39
NARRATOR
      Ice hockey footage


THEY CALLED THEM THE HALLOWED 





ICE MILITIA.

SS Hockey players GV’s
10.01.41

 





THE ALL-CONQUERING SOVIET HOCKEY Archive 1972 general

10.01.47
TEAM WAS HAILED AS PROOF THAT

      Ice hockey footage


COMMUNISM WOULD BURY THE WEST.

SS Hockey game

10.01.55


Archive 1972 general

10.01.58


      Ice hockey footage

SS Hockey game

10.02.02 
NARRATOR







IN THE COLD WAR, SPORTS WAS A Archive 1972 general
 IHF
10.02.04
BATTLEFIELD, AND ATHLETES WERE

SS Hockey game

10.02.05
SOLDIERS.

Archive 1972 general IHF
10.02.06

SS Hockey game

10.02.09

Archive 1972 general IHF
10.02.11

SS Hockey game

10.02.12

Archive 1972 general IHF
10.02.13

SS Hockey game

10.02.14

Archive 1972 general IHF
10.02.15

SS Hockey game

10.02.16
NARRATOR




10.02.19
BUT FOR SOVIET ATHLETES 

Archive 1972 general IHF
10.02.22
VICTORY WAS DANGEROUS.  

Still USSR Hockey team
10.02.26






10.02.27
THEY BECAME STARS AT THEIR 







OWN PERIL.





10.02.36
KOLESOV







OUR BEST  ATHLETES SUFFERED.  OUR 





GOVERNMENT ATTACKED THEM 

MS Kolesov

10.02.40
BECAUSE THEY WERE HARD TO DEAL 


WITH.  BUT TALENTED PEOPLE 




ARE ALWAYS DIFFICULT...THAT'S 



WHY THEY'RE TALENTED.

SS Stained glass window
10.02.48

Old soviet sports, Stalin.
10.02.53
NARRATOR






IRONICALLY, SOVIETS ATHLETES WERE SS Gymnast tumbles thro 


ONCE FORBIDDEN TO COMPETE IN THE 





OLYMPICS.

Archive Olympic torch etc.
10.03.05
KREMLIN IDEOLOGUES DENOUNCED 






THE GAMES AS CAPITALIST, AND SAID 





THE VERY NOTION OF VICTORY WAS 






BOURGEOIS AND ANTI-COMMUNIST.

SS Gymnast tumbling

10.03.15

Archive Stalin & USSR
10.03.21
NARRATOR
     Sports festival



BUT THEN, STALIN CHANGED HIS MIND.  





WITH THE COLD WAR PERMEATING







ALL PARTS OF LIFE, HE WANTED TO 






DEFEAT THE WEST AT ITS OWN GAME.

SS Sports Ministry

10.03.34
CAPTION






‘Sports Ministry







      Moscow’

 SS Athletes training

10.03.45
NARRATOR






THE SOVIET SPORTS MACHINE SET OUT 





TO MASS PRODUCE OLYMPIC 







CHAMPIONS.





10.03.53
MARKOV
THE OBJECTIVE WAS TO DEMONSTRATE

TO THE ENTIRE WORLD THAT 



COMMUNISM WAS SUPERIOR TO 


CAPITALISM.  IT WAS A HUGE 

SS Various athletes training 
10.04.01
INVESTMENT.  IT WAS AN ENTIRE MS Markov


10.04.06
INDUSTRY OF SPORT.

SS Olympic training camps.
10.04.08
NARRATOR  





10.04.12
IN EVERY OLYMPIC SPORT, STALIN 






DEMANDED VICTORY WHATEVER THE 





COST.

Archive Specialist gymnast
10.04.18

       training




KUCHINSKAYA




10.04.22
SPECIAL TRAINERS WOULD COME TO 





LOOK FOR TALENTED CHILDREN.  THEY







WENT TO KINDERGARTENS.  ANY CHILD 





WITH POTENTIAL THEY WOULD TAKE.

MS Kuchinskaya

10.04.31
SPORT WAS ALL ABOUT THE 

GOVERNMENT'S PRESTIGE.  IF SPORT 

WAS STRONG, THE STATE WAS STRONG. 
THAT JUSTIFIED EVERYTHING.

SS Ceiling rolls by

10.04.40


  pans out to corridor  

10.04.45
NARRATOR






WITHIN A FEW YEARS, A VAST SPORTS 





BUREAUCRACY WAS IN PLACE.  IT DID







NOT RELY SOLEY ON DRUGS OR 






CHEATING, AS MANY IN THE WEST 






SUSPECTED.







FAR MORE SIGNFICANT WAS THE 






EXTREME PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURE 





THE  STATE PLACED ON ITS' YOUNG 






ATHLETES.





10.05.15
MARKOV






ONCE OUR SKI TEAM CAME IN SECOND 





PLACE.  A SPORTS MINISTER TOLD HIM: 





"SHAME ON YOU.  

MS Markov


10.05.22
20 MILLION OF YOUR COUNTRYMEN 






GAVE THEIR LIVES IN THE WAR.  NOW 





THEY RISE FROM THEIR GRAVES.  HOW 





CAN YOU LOOK INTO THEIR EYES?  DID 





YOU SACRIFICE EVERYTHING AS THEY 





DID?

SS Athlete long jumps
10.05.34

Archive 1956 Olympics
10.05.48
NARRATOR




10.05.49
IN LESS THAN TEN YEARS, THE SOVIETS 





WERE READY TO FULLY COMPETE IN







THE OLYMPIC GAMES.

Caption over archive

10.05.56
‘1956 Olympics







    Melbourne’

Still Latynina performing.
10.06.01
NARRATOR
 



10.06.02   
LARISSA LATYNINA WAS THE MODEL 





COMMUNIST ATHLETE.  

Archive Latynina dances
10.06.08
IN MELBOURNE SHE WON THREE GOLD 





MEDALS, AND LAUNCHED AN ERA OF 





SOVIET DOMINATION IN GYMNASTICS.





10.06.19
LATYNINA
MS Latynina


10.06.21
OH, I WAS A VERY BIG PATRIOT.  MY 






GYMNASTICS WAS NOT ONLY MINE -- IT 





BELONGED TO MY SOVIET 







MOTHERLAND AND ALL THE PEOPLE.

Archive 1956 Olympics
10.06.29

   + return to USSR

10.06.41
NARRATOR






FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE SOVIETS HAD 
 




WON MORE MEDALS THAN ANYONE 






ELSE.  THE TEAM HAD BEATEN 






AMERICA, AND WON THE OLYMPIC 






GAMES.





10.06.55
LATYNINA
         





WHEN WE RETURNED FROM THE 






OLYMPICS, EVERYONE WANTED TO SEE 





US, AND TOUCH US.  

MS Latynina


10.07.09
IT WAS JUST TERRIFIC.  

Archive Athletes back in
10.07.14
(continuing)

USSR, crowds etc..



A TINY OLD MAN MET OUR TRAIN.  HE MS Latynina


10.07.21
KNELT BEFORE US AND SAID: "THANK

         





YOU!  YOU HAVEN'T LET US DOWN!" 







IT WAS FANTASTIC.

Archive At Kremlin

10.07.30
NARRATOR
reception.




COMMUNISM HAD NEW HEROS. [PAUSE] 





THE LEADERSHIP WANTED MORE.

SS GV’s Russia 

10.07.43
IN A SEARCH FOR THE NEXT 







GENERATION OF CHAMPIONS, THE 






STATE COMBED THE FURTHERMOST 






CORNERS OF ITS VAST EMPIRE.







NARRATOR cont…..







THE ARMY HOCKEY TEAM SET ITS 

Still Anatoly Firsov

10.08.06
SIGHTS ON ANATOLY FIRSOV, THE 



NATION'S MOST PROMISING YOUNG 


PLAYER.

SS Bus drives thro

10.08.13
FIRSOV







I CAME HOME ONE DAY AND SAW A BIG 





ARMY TRUCK WAITING.  I UNDERSTOOD 





WHAT THEY WANTED.  THERE WERE 






POLICE AS WELL.  THEY TOOK ME 






AWAY.  AND THAT'S HOW I JOINED THE MS Firsov




ARMY HOCKEY TEAM.

SS Gate closes on bus

10.08.35 

Archangelsk training camp.
10.08.42
        CAPTION


‘Hockey Training Camp

     





 Archangelsk’

 





NARRATOR







FIRSOV WAS TAKEN TO A SECLUDED 







TRAINING CAMP WITHIN AN OLD







IMPERIAL ESTATE.

Still
A Firsov

10.08.50





10.08.53
THERE, HE CAME TO FEAR AND LOVE 





THE MAN WHO WOULD RULE HIS LIFE: 

ANATOLY TARASOV, THE FATHER OF  

Archive Tarasov 

10.08.59
SOVIET HOCKEY.

Training with players

MS Firsov


10.09.10
FIRSOV






HE KNEW MY FATHER HAD DIED IN THE 







WAR.  HE SAID TO ME: "DO NOT THINK 





OF ME AS A COACH.  ACCEPT ME AS A Still  USSR Hockey

10.09.20
FATHER.  IF YOU DO THAT, I WILL GIVE team





YOU EVERYTHING.  I WILL MAKE YOU A 





GREAT HOCKEY PLAYER."

 SS Hockey players

10.09.29
NARRATOR
on ice



10.09.32
THERE WAS ONLY ONE PROBLEM.  






TRADITIONALLY, RUSSIANS PLAYED 






BANDY,  A PRIMITIVE COUSIN TO 






OLYMPIC ICE HOCKEY.



EDELMAN
Archive early bandy
10.09.41
THEY SET UP THESE VERY PRIMITIVE being played




RINKS WITH SHORT BOARDS, THEY 






DIDN'T EVEN HAVE ROUNDED CORNERS, 





THEY DIDN'T HAVE HELMETS THEY 


MS Edelman 

10.09.50
WORE CYCLING HELMETS AND BOXING 





HELMETS, THEY STUFFED NEWSPAPERS 





INSIDE THEIR SOCKS, THEIR MOTHERS 





MADE THEIR JERSEYS FOR THEM.

SS kids skating on ice
10.09.56 
FIRSOV






AS KIDS WE HAD NO MONEY.  SO WE'D 





CHOP DOWN CHERRY TREES FOR WOOD.  

MS Firsov

10.10.07
THEN AT NIGHT WE'D SNEAK INTO 






BARNS AND STEAL HORSE BRIDLES.  WE 





GLUED THE BRIDLES TO THE WOOD, 






AND MADE HOCKEY STICKS.

SS Firsov running in 
10.10.14

 (continuing)

snow         



THIS IS WHAT TARASOV MADE US DO.

Archive hockey
10.10.25

Players training
10.10.28

NARRATOR







TARASOV AND HIS STAR PLAYER WERE 






INSPIRED -- NOT BY COMMUNISM, BUT







BY A SIMPLE PASSION FOR THEIR SPORT.

Still USSR hockey
10.10.40 

FROM NOTHING, THEY WERE OUT TO

team 





BUILD THE BEST HOCKEY TEAM EVER.

Archive 1954 World
10.10.49

        CAPTION

Championships



‘World Championships







              1954’




10.10.55

NARRATOR







JUST EIGHT YEARS AFTER THEIR FIRST 





PRACTICE, THE SOVIETS FACED 






CANADA - THE INVINCIABLE WORLD 






CHAMPIONS.  NO ONE GAVE THE 






RUSSIANS A CHANCE.

SS Hockey players
10.11.07

(continuing)

Archive 1954 World
10.11.12

HOCKEY WAS CANADA'S NATIONAL 

Championships 



GAME.

SS Hockey players
10.11.18

(continuing)

Archive 1954 World

10.11.21
THE SOVIETS HAD MADE IT THEIR OWN.

Championships

SS Hockey players

10.11.25

Archive 1954 World

10.11.27



Championships

SS Hockey players

10.11.29
NARRATOR




10.11.31
FINAL SCORE: SOVIETS 7, CANADA 2. 

Archive 1954 World

10.11.36
YET SOMETHING WAS MISSING.

Championships





10.11.40
YAKUSHEV






CANADA'S TEAM HAD NO 

PROFESSIONALS FROM THE NHL, AND 

THIS  SOMEHOW 



CHEAPENED OUR VICTORY.  

MS Yakushev


10.11.47
SO A DREAM WAS BORN, TO ONE  DAY 

PLAY AGAINST THE CANADIAN PROS.

Still USSR Hockey

10.11.52
NARRATOR

Team



10.11.58
THE HOCKEY PLAYERS WERE NOT 






ALONE.  

SS pan to long jump

10.12.03
OTHER SOVIET ATHLETES WERE ALSO 





BEGINNING TO IGNORE COMMUNIST 






PROPAGANDA, AND FIND THEIR OWN 





INSPIRATION.

Archive Igor T-O 

10.12.21
IGOR TER OVANESYAN DREAMED 

long jumping 

OF A
WORLD RECORD IN THE LONG 

JUMP.







IT SEEMED IMPOSSIBLE.  TOWERING 

OVER THE SPORT WAS

Archive R Boston

10.12.39
AMERICA'S RALPH BOSTON, THE 

long jumping




THE FIRST MAN TO JUMP FARTHER 

THAN THE GREAT JESSE OWENS. 





10.12.51
IGOR
MS Igor


10.12.53
DOMINATION OF ER, AMERICAN 

ATHLETICS 
WAS SO STRONG, SO IT WAS 

ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE 

HOW WE CAN COME CLOSE TO THEM.

Archive Rome 

10.13.09
CAPTION

Olympics




‘1960 Olympics Rome’





10.13.10
NARRATOR
 





AT THE ROME OLYMPICS, THE TWO MET FOR 





THE FIRST TIME.

MS Boston


10.13.18
BOSTON






HE WAS GETTING OFF THE SCALES, AND 

HE TURNED TO ME AND HE SAID, 

“HELLO RALPH, I'M IGOR.”  AND I SAID, 

“HELLO IGOR”, AND HE  WALKED AWAY

MS Igor


10.13.27
IGOR






I HATE HIM.  I MEAN, AS A, AS A HUNTER 

WHO 
WANTS TO KILL, BECAUSE HE WANTS EAT.

MS Boston


10.13.39
BOSTON






I THINK I WAS CONVINCED TO A POINT 

THAT 
THIS WAS THE COLD WAR WE 

WERE FIGHTING.  




AND THAT, SO I'M NOT, I'M NOT SURE 

THAT 
WAS AT STAKE BUT I'M SURE I 

WAS 
CONVINCED OF THAT.  SO YOU 

HAD TO REV 

Archive Olympics

10.13.51
YOUR ENGINES, TO ERR, TO BEAT THE 

Boston long jumps



RUSSIANS.

Igor long jumps

Medals ceremony

10.13.58
NARRATOR







BOSTON BROKE THE OLYMPIC RECORD.  IGOR 





PLACED A DISTANT THIRD.







HE'D SOON HAVE ANOTHER CHANCE.

SS GV’s Moscow

10.14.23
THE NEXT YEAR, AMERICA'S TRACK 

TEAM
CAME TO MOSCOW, FOR THEIR 

FIRST GLIMPSE 




BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN.





10.14.40
BOSTON

IT WAS KIND OF A, DRAB, COLD, DIFFERENT 
KIND OF COUNTRY.  THE PEOPLES CLOTHING WERE NOT BRIGHT AND LIVELY, THE 
APARTMENT BUILDINGS WERE A, IKKY YELLOW IF THAT MAKES SENSE.  IT WAS LIFE 

MS Boston


10.14.55
BUT IT WAS LIKE A KIND OF LIFE THAT 

SAID, SOMETHING'S MISSING HERE.

SS Statue Lenin 

10.15.00

& stadium


10.15.09
   CAPTION    



‘Lenin Stadium 1961’

Archive People 
10.15.11

streaming into 

10.15.14
KURASHOV 

stadium



THESE TRACK MEETS WERE INTENSELY 





POLITICAL. REMEMBER, WE HAD JUST






LAUNCHED THE FIRST MAN IN SPACE.   SO 


MS Kurashov

10.15.20
MUCH WAS AT STAKE.  HERE WERE






THE AMERICANS...THE CAPITALISTS.  AND WE 




WERE SOCIALISTS, FIGHTING FOR 






COMMUNISM.  WE HAD TO WIN, WHATEVER 




THE COST.

SS Lenin stadium
10.15.30


Archive 1961 meet 
10.15.33


at Lenin Stadium.
10.15.35
NARRARTOR






AMERICA'S REIGN OVER TRACK AND FIELD 




WAS ON THE LINE. 

SS Lenin stadium
10.15.39







NARRATOR cont….

Archive1961 meet 
10.15.41
THE SOVIETS WERE CLOSING THE GAP.

at Lenin Stadium.

SS Lenin stadium
10.15.42


 Archive1961 meet 
10.15.44


at Lenin Stadium.
10.15.47
BOSTON





I'D THOUGHT IGOR AND THE SOVIET TEAM 





WERE, ON OUR HEELS ANYWAY. BUT WERE MS Boston

10.15.51
THEY CATCHING UP, OH YES, THEY WERE 





CATCHING UP, AND CATCHING UP VERY FAST.






THE WOMEN WERE ALREADY AHEAD.

 Archive 1961 meet
10.15.54


Lenin Stadium

SS Lenin stadium
10.15.56




10.15.58
NARRATOR


Archive 1961 meet
10.15.59
UP CLOSE, IGOR REALIZED AMERICANS 

Lenin Stadium



WEREN'T INVINCIBLE.




10.16.04
IGOR






AMERICANS...WHEN I START TALK TO THEM, 




UNDERSTAND THAT THEY ARE NOT IN, THEY MS Igor 

10.16.11
ARE NOT GODS.  THEY ARE ORDINARY 





PEOPLE, THEY THINK AS I.  






SO,  PHYSIOLOGICAL ITS MAKES EASIER.

MS Boston 

10.16.20
BOSTON





HE WANTED TO WIN.  I WANTED TO WIN.  





ONLY ONE OF US COULD WIN.

Archive 1961 meet
10.16.25

Lenin Stadium

10.16.52
NARRATOR






BOSTON WON AGAIN.  BUT FOR IGOR, JUST 





TALKING TO HIS RIVAL OPENED A DOOR TO 




ANOTHER WORLD.

SS Stanford 

10.17.08
      CAPTION

University



‘Stanford University  

& super8 footage



1962’

 


10.17.12
NARRATOR

 




THE COMPETITION MOVED WEST.  IGOR SAW 




AMERICA FOR THE FIRST TIME.




10.17.25
BOSTON





I REMEMBER ONCE IN, IN, IN STANFORD, AT 




STANFORD, HE TOOK ME INTO AN AREA 





WHERE HE BACKED ME INTO A CORNER.  MY 




BACK WAS ACTUALLY INTO THE CORNER.  






BOSTON cont…

MS Boston

10.17.36
AND HIS BACK WAS FACING THAT WAY, AND I 




SAID, IGOR WHAT ARE YOU DOING, HE SAID I 




WANT TO TALK TO YOU.  I SAID OK, SO HE 






STARTED TO TALK TO ME ABOUT HOW I 





LIVED, AND HOW I DID THINGS AND HOW 





THINGS WERE IN THIS COUNTRY AND THEN I 




SAID, WHY ARE WE STANDING HERE LIKE THIS 




AND HE SAID, BECAUSE THERE ARE LIP 





READERS ON THE SOVIET TEAM AND I HAVE 




TO BE VERY CAREFUL WHAT I SAY.

Still Ralph and Igor
10.17.56




10.17.58
IGOR





IN THOSE DAYS EH, BECOME A FRIENDS, IT 





WAS NOT SO EASY. I TELL YOU.  TO BE A GOOD MS Igor

10.18.08
FRIENDS A REAL FRIENDS, YOU MUST BE FREE.  




YOU'RE, YOU'RE, YOU MUST DO WHAT, WHAT 




YOU WANT TO DO.

MS Gyanov

10.18.17
GYANOV 





NOBODY INTERFERED WITH IGOR TER-





OVANESYAN.  BUT ONE MUST UNDERSTAND.  




WE WERE A SECRET SERVICE...WE HAD TO 





CONTROL EVERYTHING.

MS Igor

10.18.27
INTERVIEWER

         




DID YOU FEEL THAT PRESSURE THAT YOU 





WERE BEING WATCHED?






IGOR 






OF COURSE.  OF COURSE.

         




INTERVIEWER. 






WHAT WAS THAT LIKE?






IGOR 






HM?






INTERVIEWER.   






WHAT WAS THAT LIKE?






IGOR 






AWFUL.  (LAUGHS).   THAT'S THE WORST 





THING WHAT CAN BE IN THE WORLD I THINK.  




OF COURSE.

MS Gyanov

10.18.47
GYANOV





YOU CAN'T JUDGE THE HAMMER WHEN IT HITS 




THE NAIL.  YOU MUST JUDGE THE HAND THAT 




SWINGS IT.  WE HAD TO WORK THIS WAY.  WE 




REFLECTED OUR SYSTEM.  WE ARE NOT TO 





BLAME.  IT WAS THE COLD WAR.

 Music starts

Still Ralph and Igor
10.19.07

shake hands

 


10.19.11
NARRATOR






IGNORING COLD WAR POLITICS, RALPH AND 




IGOR CARVED OUT A FRIENDSHIP.

SS GV’s California 
10.19.20  
UNDER THE KGB'S WATCHFUL EYE, THEY 





EXPLORED AMERICA.






BOSTON

MS Boston

10.19.28
IGOR LOVED AMERICA.

SS GV’s California
10.19.30


MS Boston

10.19.38
“I LOVE STEAK, I WANT STEAK AND COCA 





COLA”.  ERR, HE LOVED THE CARS HE LOVED SS GV’s California
10.19.45
THE APARTMENTS.  HE LOVED THE WIDE OPEN 




SPA, HE ADORED CALIFORNIA.  I MEAN THAT MS Boston

10.19.51
WAS JUST WHOA, THAT WAS THE CAT'S MEOW.

 SS GV’s California
10.19.53

MS Igor

10.19.57
IGOR





NO REALLY IT WAS EH, IT WAS EH NICE.  I 

SS GV’s California
10.20.04
REMEMBER THE BRIDGE AND ….I REMEMBER 




THE CLIMATE, I, REMEMBER THE ORANGE 

MS Igor 

10.20.11
JUICE, I REMEMBER THE NICE EH, NICE GIRLS 




EH AROUND AND THE FRIENDS AND THE 





HUMOUR AND LAUGH EH, SUN.

SS GV’s California
10.20.17

MS Boston

10.20.22
BOSTON





EVEN NEW YORK IN THE WINTER, WHICH 





NOBODY LIKES.  IGOR THOUGHT IT WAS 





GREAT

SS GV’s NY

10.20.27

MS Boston

10.20.35
BOSTON






WE HAD SOME GREAT TIMES TOGETHER. 





SOME OF THEM I CAN'T EVEN TELL YOU 





ABOUT.

SS blurred lights
10.20.37


Still Ralph and Igor
10.20.41


SS Track down 
10.20.48

corridor  

10.20.50
NARRATOR






THE SOVIET SPORTS MACHINE WANTED TO 





CRUSH AMERICA'S TRACK TEAM.






IGOR'S QUEST TO BEAT HIS FRIEND RALPH 





BOSTON WAS NOW A NATIONAL PRIORITY.




10.21.03
IGOR





THE WORLD RECORD WAS A VERY STRONG, MS Igor

10.21.06
STRONG MOTIVATION.  VERY STRONG 





MOTIVATION.

MS Boston

10.21.11
BOSTON





THERE WERE DAYS WHEN I REALLY DIDN'T 




WANT TO TRAIN.    AND I ACTUALLY SAID, I 




DON'T THINK I'LL WORK OUT TODAY.  AND 





THEN I THOUGHT.  IGOR'S WORKING OUT, SO I Still Igor

10.21.20
WOULD GO AND WORK OUT.




10.21.23
IGOR






I WAS IN A CAMP AND I SUDDENLY 






UNDERSTAND THAT I'M IN A VERY GOOD 

MS Igor

10.21.28
SHAPE.  AND I IMMEDIATELY CALLED TO 





MOSCOW, TO THE FEDERATION, ASKING, I'M IN 




VERY GOOD SHAPE, I NEED A COMPETITION.

Archive Armenia 
10.21.34
     CAPTION

1962, track meet


‘Yerevan, Armenia  1962’
 




NARRATOR






HIS GOVERNMENT FLEW IGOR TO AN 





OBSCURE MEET IN ARMENIA. 

Igor takes long jump


HE BROKE RALPH'S WORLD RECORD.

Still Igor

10.21.51
THE SOVIET UNION HAD A NEW HERO.

Still ‘Sports

10.21.57


Illustrated’

10.22.02
NARRATOR






IGOR CAME TO AMERICA DETERMINED TO 





FINALLY BEAT RALPH BOSTON FACE-TO-FACE.

SS GV’s NYC

10.22.11
    CAPTION





‘New York City







1963’

Archive 1963 track 
10.22.20


Meet NYC

Still Ralph Boston
10.22.23
BOSTON






I TELL YOU I FEARED HIM, I, I WAS AFRAID OF 




HIM BECAUSE I KNOW THAT WHENEVER YOU MS Boston

10.22.30
WOULD STEP, SET FOOT ON THE TRACK 





AGAINST HIM, HE WAS GONNA BE READY, OR 




HE WOULD NOT SHOW UP.

 Archive 1963 track
10.22.34

 meet


10.22.39
IGOR





WE WERE SUCCESSFUL IN UM, IN UM, IN 





MADISON SQUARE GARDEN.  ER, BRUMEL 





WON THE, ER, HIGH JUMP. I WAS ER, I, I, I  WIN MS Igor

10.22.49
THE LONG JUMP AND IT WAS A SHOCK. EVEN 




SHOCK FOR AMERICANS.

Archive 1963 meet
10.22.53

 SS blurred images
10.22.57

Archive 1963 meet
10.22.59

SS blurred runners
10.23.01

Archive 1963 meet
10.23.02




10.23.05
BOSTON
Ralph jumps



I TOOK THE WORST WHIPPING I THINK I EVER 




HAD...

 




HE WAS READY FOR THAT COMPETITION, HE MS Boston

10.23.15
WAS AS SHARP AS A TACK, I MEAN HE JUST 




BKKKOWW.  

Still Igor

10.23.17

SS blurred lights
10.23.22

Archive 1963 meet
10.23.24

Igor jumps



IGOR

MS Igor

10.23.31
IT WAS ONE OF THE, BEST FEELINGS I EVER 




HAD.

Archive 1963 meet
10.23.36


SS GV’s Russian
10.23.41

Training centre
10.23.46
NARRATOR





BY THE MID-60S, THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 




WAS USED TO VICTORY.  




10.23.49
             CAPTION






‘Gymnastics Training Centre

       





     Podalsk’ 




10.23.53
NARRATOR






ITS' STAR GYMNAST RETIRED WITH 18 





OLYMPIC MEDALS, MORE THAN ANYONE IN 




HISTORY.  

Still Larissa Latynina
10.24.02
NOW HEAD COACH, LARRISSA LATYNINA WAS 




THE IDEAL COMMUNIST ATHLETE.  

SS Gymnast

10.24.11
SHE EXPECTED OTHERS TO FOLLOW HER 





EXAMPLE.

MS Latynina

10.24.18
LATYNINA





WE WERE TRAINING SOME AMAZING YOUNG 




GIRLS FOR THE NEXT OLYMPICS, LIKE THE 





BEAUTIFUL NATASHA KUCHINSKAYA

Still Natasha &
10.24.26


Larissa


10.24.27
NARRATOR






JUST 15, NATASHA KUCHINSKAYA WAS HER 




COACHES' FAVORITE. 

Archive Natasha
10.24.34 
BUT NOT ALL ATHLETES COULD WITHSTAND

general shots 



THE DEMANDS OF THE SOVIET SPORTS 





MACHINE.




10.24.54
KUCHINSKAYA





WELL, SPORT TAKES A LOT FROM YOU BUT 




GIVES LITTLE BACK. WE WERE STUCK IN OUR MS Kuchinskaya
10.24.58
CAMP.  JUST THE FOREST, THE DINING HALL, 




AND THE CONSTANT TRAINING.  THIS WAS 





OUR LIFE.

SS gymnasts

10.25.05

training, 

MS Latynina

10.25.13
LATYNINA





WELL YES, THEY TRAINED HARD, LIKE IT OR 




NOT.   WINNING THE CORNERSTONE -- THIS 





WAS ALL THAT MATTERED.  AND IF YOU 





WANT TO WIN, SACRIFICES ARE NECESSARY.

 SS gymnasts training
10.25.27
KUCHINSKAYA





OF COURSE IT WASN'T RIGHT.  WORKING AS MS Kuchinskaya


HARD ONLY MADE SENSE FROM OUR 





GOVERNMENT'S POINT OF VIEW..

Still Gymnastic team
10.25.38
NARRATOR






MEXICO WAS KUCHINSKAYA'S FIRST 






OLYMPICS.

Archive 1968 

10.25.50

Olympics

10.25.55
NARRATOR






SHE WON THE GOLD MEDAL.   HER 






GOVERNMENT WANTED TO TURN HER INTO 

In sombrero smiling


ANOTHER STAR OF COMMUNISM.




10.26.12  
LATYNINA





NATASHA KUCHINSKAYA WAS JUST A CHARM. MS Latynina

10.26.17
SHE CAPTURED OUR HEARTS...EVERY ONE Archive general 
10.26.23
WAS SAYING NATASHA KUCHINSKAYA - SHE'S Kutchinskaya



THE "BRIDE OF MEXICO".

SS GV’s Russia
10.26.34


 


10.26.46
KUCHINSKAYA





WHEN I CAME HOME AFTER THE OLYMPICS I 




WAS JUST SO EXHAUSTED.  I COULDN'T BEAR 




TO EVEN GO INTO THE GYM.  

MS Kuchinskaya
10.26.55
I WAS THAT FED UP.  I FELT AWFUL.  I JUST 





WANTED TO WALK IN THE FOREST.  I WANTED 




TO LEAD A NORMAL LIFE.

Archive general
10.27.03

Kutchinskaya

10.27.08
LATYNINA





SHE BEGAN TO DISAPPEAR, TO MISS 






TRAININGS.  SHE'D COMPLAIN: "I DON'T WANT MS Latynina

10.27.15
TO DO THIS, OR I DON'T WANT TO DO THAT"  




WELL, FOR US IT SEEMED LIKE HER FAME HAD 




GONE TO HER HEAD.

Still Natasha & 
10.27.25

Larissa




KUCHINSKAYA





LARISSA LATYNINA TRIED EVERYTHING WITH 




ME.  SHE'D SAY: "IF YOU DON'T TRAIN, YOU 





WON'T HAVE MONEY" OR, "YOU HAVE A DUTY 




TO YOUR COUNTRY".  THIS AND THAT.  BUT IT MS Kuchinskaya
10.27.37
WAS USELESS.  I JUST COULDN'T GO ON.

Archive performing
10.27.40
(continuing)

Kutchinskaya 










IT WASN'T GIVING ME ANYTHING.  

MS Kuchinskaya
10.27.47
I SOMEHOW LOST MY BREATH.  I LOST MY






ENERGY.  IT'S DIFFICULT TO EXPLAIN.  I WAS 




EMPTY INSIDE.  SO I QUIT.

SS images of 

10.27.58
(continuing)

Gymnasts



I WAS DEVASTATED.  THEY DID NOTHING TO 




HELP ME.  THEY TOLD ME "YOU DON'T WORK MS Kuchinskaya
10.28.11
HERE ANYMORE, SO DON'T EVEN TALK TO US."

SS image of 

10.28.18

gymnasts

Still Olga Korbut
10.28.25
NARRATOR






A  NEW GYMNAST WAS PROVING EVEN MORE 




DIFFICULT TO CONTROL.

Archive Olga
&
10.28.34
OLGA KORBUT'S UNORTHODOX STYLE WAS A coach




DIRECT CHALLENGE TO AUTHORITY.  SHE Archive Olga trains
10.28.48
WAS, QUITE LITERALLY, REVOLUTIONARY.

MS Latynina

10.28.57
LATYNINA





THE GYMNASTIC COMMITTEE BEGAN TO 





WAIVE THEIR HANDS, SHOUTING:

Archive Olga trains
10.29.02
"NO! NO! NO!  THAT'S NOT ALLOWED.




10.29.08
OLGA





I WAS SMALL, VERY STRONG.  YOU KNOW 





THIS IS LIKE  REVOLUTION.  YES, I, WENT TO MS Olga

10.29.13
GYMNASTIC DESTROY THEIR ROUTINE, YOU

Archive Olga trains
10.29.19
NOW.  AND START NEW GYMNASTIC. THEY 


MS Olga

10.29.21
DIDN'T READY.  THEY DON'T WANT TO 





CHANGE, THAT'S ALL.

Archive Olga dances
10.29.24






OLGA






I THINK I PERFORM FOR MYSELF, AND FOR 





THE PUBLIC. NOT EVEN FOR JUDGES.  YOU 





KNOW.  I WOULD.  I WANTED TO SO PUBLIC 


MS Olga 

10.29.42
LIKES ME, AND I WILL GIVE THEM SAME 





THING.

 Archive 1960’s Olga
10.29.45

& crowds

SS Corridor

10.29.55
KOLESOV






YOU SEE, RUSSIANS ARE COLLECTIVISTS.  NOT 




JUST BECAUSE OF COMMUNISM.  IT IS PART OF 




OUR VERY NATURE.  ANYONE WHO FIGHTS 

MS Kolesov

10.30.05
AGAINST THIS IS DOOMED TO FAILURE.  





COLLECTIVISM IS INGRAINED IN THE RUSSIAN 




MIND.  IT IS OUR POWER.

SS Corridor

10.30.14






OLGA






I WAS DIFFERENT.  

MS Olga

10.30.19
THAT'S WHY THEY DIDN'T LIKE ME, AND 





DON'T LIKE ME NOW.

Archive early Olga
10.30.23


SS Ice Palace

10.30.29
     CAPTION





‘Lenin Ice Palace






       Moscow’






NARRATOR

         




FOR A SOVIET ATHLETE, 

SS Hockey players
10.30.41
FAME COULD BE HAZARDOUS.

Still Tarasov & 
10.30.44
HOCKEY COACH ANATOLY TARASOV HAD 

Firsov 




KEPT THE PROMISE HE'D MADE YEARS BEFORE 




TO HIS YOUNG RECRUIT.

SS Hockey fans
10.30.54


Still Firsov

10.30.59
ANATOLY FIRSOV WAS NOW NOT  ONLY A 





GREAT HOCKEY PLAYER -- HE WAS A STAR.

SS Bus driving
10.31.06
(continuing)

Archive Hockey team
10.31.16 
BUT UNDER COMMUNISM, STARS WHO PUT

On bus




SPORTS BEFORE POLITICS WERE ON 






DANGEROUS GROUND.

 Still Firsov on bus
10.31.24
FIRSOV






THE PROPAGANDA JUST PASSED THROUGH 





OUR EARS.  THEY WOULD TELL US: "WE ARE 




COMMUNISTS, THE SOVIET UNION 

SS Ice Palace & bus
10.31.34
UNBREAKABLE!"  BUT FOR US, NOTHING 





MATTERED EXCEPT PLAYING HOCKEY.  





COMMUNISTS, NO COMMUNISTS -- WE JUST 

MS Firsov



 HAD A GAME.  WE DIDN'T CARE ABOUT 





ANYTHING ELSE.

Archive Hockey team
10.31.50

Get off bus

Archive Hockey team
10.31.54


Still Firsov

10.31.55

Archive Hockey team
10.31.56

Still Firsov

10.31.57

Archive Hockey team
10.31.58

Still Firsov

10.32.00

Archive Hockey team
10.32.01
NARRATOR

& crowds 



TARASOV'S ICE MILITIA GAVE HIS NATION AN 




ASTONISHING STRING OF OLYMPIC VICTORIES.

SS Hockey crowds
10.32.13

Archive Hockey team
10.32.15
(continuing)

SS Hockey crowds
10.32.18

Archive Hockey team
10.32.20 
BUT THEIR OPPONENTS WERE ALWAYS 





AMATEURS.  TARASOV DREAMED OF PITTING 




HIS TEAM AGAINST PROFESSIONALS FROM 





THE NHL.






EDELMAN






THERE IS SENSE THAT THERE ARE NO WORLDS 




LEFT FOR THE SOVIETS TO CONQUER EXCEPT MS Edelman

10.32.41
AH, THE CANADIAN PROS.

Archive players
10.32.44

getting awards, etc.


HENDERSON 





IT DIDN’T MEAN ANYTHING TO ME BECAUSE 




THEY WERE PLAYING A BUNCH OF 

MS Henderson


AMATEURS.  THEIR OLYMPIC ER VICTORIES ER 




I GUESS WERE IMPRESSIVE TO A DEGREE BUT 




THEY WEREN'T PLAYING THE BEST. I MEAN 




THEY WERE PLAYING AMATEURS. AND SO I 




OBVIOUSLY FELT THAT ER YOU KNOW YOU 




PLAY THE BIG BOYS, I'D SAY YOU'RE IN BIG 




TIME TROUBLE.

SS Canadian flag
10.33.08

& Maple Leaf Gdns

Still USSR hockey
10.33.13
NARRATOR

team




SOVIET ATHLETES WERE FORBIDDEN TO PLAY 




WESTERN PROFESSONALS.  A SERIES AGAINST 




THE NHL REQURIED KREMLIN APPROVAL.






TARASOV APPEALED TO SOVIET LEADER Archive Brez

10.33.28
LEONID BREZHNEV 

drives thro St.s     


LUCKILY, HE WAS A HOCKEY FAN.




10.33.39
EDELMAN






BREZNEV WAS A PASSIONATE FAN OF 

SS Luxury box
10.33.43
HOCKEY. AND HE TRIED TO GO TO AS MANY 




GAMES AS POSSIBLE AND THERE'S THIS 





FAMOUS SORT OF GOVERNMENT LUXURY BOX Archive Brez at game
10.33.46
WHERE HE AND THE POLICK BUREAU AND ALL 




OF HIS FRIENDS WOULD HANG OUT AND 





SMOKE AND DRINK AND WATCH THE GAMES.  MS Edelman

10.33.51
YOU WOULD NEVER GET TO SEE THIS WHEN 




THE GAMES WERE ON TELEVISION BY THE 





WAY.

SS Hockey rink
10.33.53






NARRATOR






AS HE PONDERED WHETHER TO ALLOW A 





SERIES AGAINST THE NHL, BREZHNEV TOOK Archive Brez at
10.34.05
HIS SEAT FOR THE BIGGEST DOMESTIC GAME 1969 game



OF THE YEAR.

 




CAPTION





‘Soviet League Championships






 
      1969’






FIRSOV






IT WAS A BIG GAME.  THE LEAGUE 



MS Firsov

10.34.11
CHAMPIONSHIP WAS AT STAKE. 

Archive 1969 game
10.34.13


SS Hockey game
10.34.14

Archive 1969 game
10.34.16
(continuing)

SS Hockey game
10.34.18

Archive 1969 game
10.34.20 
THE REFEREE DISALLOWED OUR GOAL.

SS Hockey game
10.34.24 
TARASOV WAS FURIOUS.

Archive 1969 game
10.34.25

SS Hockey game
10.34.26

Archive 1969 game
10.34.28 


MS Edelman 

10.34.30
EDELMAN





TARASOV IN HIS VOLCANIC BEAUTY DECIDES 




IT'S TIME TO TAKE HIS PLAYERS OFF THE ICE, 




AND THEY GO INTO THE LOCKER ROOM AND 




REFUSES TO COME OUT.

SS Hockey rink
10.34.36






YAKUSHEV




10.34.39
WE WAITED FOR 40 MINUTES.  WITH 

Archive 1969 game
10.34.40
BREZHNEV AND THE POLITBURO JUST SITTING MS Yakushev

10.34.45
THERE!  THE SPORTS MINISTERS WERE 





PANICKING.

Still A Tarasov
10.34.47







EDELMAN






SO THERE'S TERASSOFF IN THE LOCKER ROOM.  




FIRST THE MATCH OFFICIALS COME AND SAY, 




WOULD YOU PLEASE COME OUT?  THEN THE MS Edelman

10.34.56
HEAD OF THE HOCKEY FEDERATION COMES 




OUT, WOULD YOU PLEASE COME OUT.






FIRSOV

MS Firsov



THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE CAME, AND SAID 




BREZHNEV WAS TIRED.

 SS Hockey rink
10.35.04






EDELMAN






FINALLY THE GREAT LEADER OF THE SOVIET 




PEOPLE BREZHNEV HIMSELF HAS TO MOVE 




HIM, HIS CONSIDERABLE PRESENCE, OUT OF MS Edelman



THE LUXURY BOX, DOWN TO THE LOCKER 





ROOM AND FINALLY, BASICALLY ORDERS 





TERASSOFF TO COME OUT AND COMPLETES 




THE REST OF THE GAME.  THIS IS NOT A GOOD 




CAREER MOVE, IF YOU'RE TERASSOFF

Still Tarasov

10.35.21






NARRATOR






TARASOV WAS TOLERATED BECAUSE HE 





DELIVERED VICTORY.  

SS Hockey rink
10.35.33
BUT WHEN HIS TOP PLAYER WAS ACTUALLY 




RECRUITED BY A TEAM IN THE CAPITALIST 




NHL, THE KREMLIN INTERVENED.

Still Firsov

10.35.43
 






FIRSOV






I WANTED TO PLAY IN THE NHL.  THEY 





INVITED ME TO JOIN A TEAM.  I SAID YES, AND 




ASKED THE GOVERMENT FOR PERMISSION.  MS Firsov



WELL, THAT CAUSED PROBLEMS!  I THINK 





THIS BALD PATCH COMES FROM THOSE 





PROBLEMS!

SS Hockey players
10.35.59

& Super 8 of USA

Still R Boston & Igor
10.36.12
NARRATOR






IGOR TER OVANESYAN ALSO FOUND HIS 





LOYALTY TESTED.  HIS FRIENDSHIP WITH 





RALPH BOSTON HAD GIVEN HIM A GLIMPSE OF 




A BETTER LIFE.

SS USA GV’s

10.36.27
ON A TRIP ABROAD, IGOR WAS APPROACHED 




BY WESTERN ATHLETES.

                                  


IGOR






THEY TELL ME, IGOR, YOU ARE ABSOLUTELY MS  Igor



NORMAL GUY.  WE FEEL THAT YOU ARE PART 




OF OUR COMPANY, SOCIETY.   HOW YOU CAN 




LIVE THERE? WE MAKE A PROPOSAL. ESCAPE.  

SS USA GV’s

10.37.02
AND THIS ER, ER, THIS PROPOSAL FRIGHTENED MS Igor



ME TO DEATH.  FROM ONE SIDE I JUST TRIED 




TO IMAGINE ER, A POSSIBLE THIS.  STUDY, 





THEN THE PEOPLE, AND IT WAS OF COURSE 




VERY INTERESTING.  I WAS YOUNG. VERY 





INTERESTING. FROM OTHER SIDE, 






IMMEDIATELY JUST IMAGINATION AT WHAT 




WILL HAPPENS WITH MY RELATIVES. . 





FATHER, SISTER, ER, HOW, HOW THEY, THEIR 




LIFE WILL GO AFTER, IF I, WILL MAKE SUCH A, SS USA GV’s



DECISION.  AND, ER, I IMMEDIATELY SAY TO MS Igor 



MYSELF, NO.   NO, NEVER.  BUT IT WAS SUCH, 




SUCH, SUCH A FOR DISCUSSIONS, THAT IT 





WAS. ONCE.

SS USA GV’s

Cuts to 

Russian GV’s

SS Archangelsk camp
10.38.30
NARRATOR






WITHIN HIS SECLUDED COMPOUND, ANATOLY 




TARASOV TRIED TO PROTECT HIS HOCKEY Archive Hockey team
10.38.34
TEAM FROM THE GOVERNMENT'S REACH.  

relaxing







HE'D EVEN CONVINCED BREZHNEV TO ALLOW 




A SERIES AGAINST CANADIAN 







PROFESSIONALS.
Still Tarasov

10.38.52
BUT TARASOV HIMSELF HAD MADE TOO 





MANY ENEMIES. 

Archive Tarasov
10.38.58


Award ceremony


AT WHAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN THE 






CROWNING MOMENT OF HIS CAREER, HE WAS 




FIRED WITHOUT WARNING.  THE PLAYER HE 




REGARDED AS A SON REMAINED LOYAL.

MS Firsov

10.39.13
FIRSOV





OF COURSE I WANTED TO PLAY AGAINST THE 




PROFESSIONALS.  BUT I WAS DEVOTED TO 





TARASOV -- HE'D BUILT OUR HOCKEY FROM 




NOTHING.  I  REFUSED.  I COULDN'T BELIEVE IN 




THE NEW COACHES, AND WOULD NOT PLAY 




FOR THEM.

Still Team with
10.39.30 
NARRATOR 


medals 



FIRSOV AND TARASOV STAYED HOME AS 

SS bus departs

10.39.37
THEIR TEAM SET OFF FOR THE MATCHES 





THEY'D BEEN DREAMING OF FOR DECADES -- 




AN EIGHT GAME SUPER SERIES AGAINST NHL 




ALL-STARS.






FOR A REMARKABLE TWO WEEKS, IT SEEMED 




AS IF SOVIET ATHLETES WERE TOUCHED WITH 




A SPECIAL GRACE.






    CAPTION





‘September 1972’

 




NARRATOR

Archive Olga at 
10.40.07
AS THE HOCKEY TEAM LEFT FOR CANADA

Olympics



OLGA KORBUT TOOK THE STAGE AT THE 





OLYMPIC GAMES IN MUNICH.






OLGA






YOU KNOW WHEN YOU ER TOUCH THE 





EQUIPMENT BEFORE YOU AFRAID ALL THE 





TIME LIKE YOU ARE SHAKING.  BUT WHEN 





YOU TOUCH, THIS IS MINE. LOOK AT ME. THIS MS Olga 

10.40.56
IS MINE. THIS IS.  I'M FLYING AND I SHOW 





WHAT I CAN DO. THIS IS THE BEST BIT. YOU 




ACTRESS.  YOU'RE A ATHLETE.  YOU'RE MOST 




BEAUTIFUL. YOU'RE EVERYTHING. AND ALL 




OF THE WORLD'S YOURS.

SS Canadian flag
10.41.07

 GV’s Toronto



NARRATOR






THREE DAYS AFTER KORBUT'S GOLD MEDAL 




PERFORMANCE, THE HOCKEY TEAM WAS 





READY TO FACE THE PROFESSIONALS AT 





LAST.  IT WOULD BE AN EIGHT GAME SERIES - 




FOUR IN CANADA FOUR IN MOSCOW.






EDELMAN






A GREAT DEAL OF PRESTIGE 

MS Edelman

10.41.33
INTERNATIONALLY AND DOMESTICALLY BY 




WHAT THE SOVIETS CALLED OUR HALLOWED SS Int Maple Leaf 


ICE MILITIA.

Gdns




WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF IT TURNED OUT 





THAT THIS WAS ER, THAT THEY WERE 

MS  Edelman 



CHARLATANS, THAT THIS WAS A WAX 





BANANA.  THEN WHEN THEY PLAYED THE 





REALLY VERY BEST THEY WOULD GET THEIR SS Int Maple Leaf 


CLOCKS CLEANED.  AND SO THERE WAS REAL 




FEAR THAT THEY WOULD BE EXPOSED.




10.42.03
HENDERSON





I WAS SICK AND TIRED OF THIS WHOLE UM 





COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA NONSENSE, AND 




CANADIANS.  I MEAN HOCKEY.  THIS IS THE W, 




WE'RE THE BEST AT. 

MS Henderson


I WANTED TO HUMILIATE THEM.  I, I MEAN I 




JUST.  I WANTED TO BEAT EM BY EIGHT 





GOALS, ALL EIGHT GAMES, SEND THEM BACK 




AND THEY WOULD NEVER RETURN.

Archive Hockey 
10.42.18

series


SS Hockey

10.42.22

Archive Hockey 
10.42.23

series


SS Hockey

10.42.25

Archive Hockey 
10.42.27

series


SS Hockey

10.42.31






YAKUSHEV






18,000 CANADIAN FANS CHEERED THEIR 





PLAYERS - THEY WERE LIKE GODS.  WE 

MS Yakushev

10.42.44
THOUGHT, WELL...COMING HERE WAS A BIG 




MISTAKE.

Archive Hockey
10.42.51

Series

SS Hockey

10.42.58

Archive Hockey
10.42.59

Series

MS Henderson 
10.43.05
HENDERSON






THEY WERE SO IMPRESSIVE RIGHT OFF THE 




BAT. I MEAN THEY WERE JUST UN, 






UNFLAPPABLE. I MEAN THEIR, THEIR 






COMPOSURE.  I MEAN YOU JUST, YOU JUST 





KNEW IT.  I MEAN THE GAME WAS ON.

Archive Hockey
10.43.07

Series

SS Hockey

10.43.09

Archive Hockey
10.43.11

Series




YAKUSHEV






I DON'T WANT TO GLOAT...BUT I HAD SOME 

MS Yakushev

10.43.18
BEAUTIFUL GOALS.

Archive Hockey
10.43.21

Series




GRAPHIC HEADLINE





‘CANADA STUNNED






   Russians Win Game 1’ 

SS Hockey

10.43.24

Archive Hockey
10.43.26

Series

SS Hockey

10.43.29
NARRATOR





THE SOVIET'S AGGRESSIVE OFFENSE CAUGHT 




THE PROS OFF-GUARD.

 Archive Hockey
10.43.31

Series




     GRAPHIC HEADLINE





    ‘RUSSIANS WIN AGAIN






  Soviet Squad Seems Invincible’

MS Igor

10.43.35
IGOR





IT WAS ER, SHOCK. IT WAS I, A WHOLE 





COUNTRY.  EVEN I, I REMEMBER THOSE DAYS 




WHEN IT WAS ON THE TV JUST, JUST LOOKING, 




ER, THIS BATTLES. THIS, THIS ER, OH THIS 





WAR.

Archive Hockey
10.43.47

Series

Still Match

10.43.49

SS Hockey

10.43.51

Archive Hockey
10.43.52

Series

SS Hockey

10.43.55

Archive Hockey
10.43.56

Series

SS Hockey

10.44.01

Archive Hockey
10.44.03

Series

SS Hockey

10.44.06

Archive Hockey
10.44.07
NARRATOR

Series




IT WAS STUNNING.  THE SOVIETS WERE 





BEATING CANADA'S BEST AT THEIR NATIONAL 




GAME.






HENDERSON






IT WAS NOT A GOOD FEELING. ONE OF THE 

MS Henderson
10.44.23
MOST EMBARRASSING TIMES OF MY LIFE 





AFTER THAT GAME. I MEAN I WAS 






DEVASTATED.  JUST DEVASTATED.

Still Match play
10.44.28
NARRATOR






THE SOVIETS LEFT CANADA WITH A 






COMMANDING 2 GAME LEAD.  

SS Night Moscow
10.44.38
AS THEY RETURNED TO MOSCOW TO 



+ Ice Palace



COMPLETE THE SERIES, VICTORY SEEMED 





ASSURED.






BUT ONCE HOME, THE MOOD SOURED.






FIRSOV






I WAS COMPLETELY BARRED FROM EVEN 





WATCHING THE MOSCOW GAMES.  THE NEW 




COACHES SAID MY VERY PRESENCE WOULD MS Firsov 



PREVENT OUR TEAM FROM WINNING.  I WAS 




AN ENEMY.

                                  


FIRSOV cont..






I WAS SO DEEPLY OFFENDED.  WE HAD 





CREATED HOCKEY IN RUSSIA. SUDDENLY WE 




ARE NOT ALLOWED IN THE ARENA!   TO TELL 




YOU HONESTLY, I WENT HOME AND MY WIFE 




AND I GOT DRUNK AS HELL!

SS crowds arrive
10.45.26
NARRATOR






EVEN THE PLAYERS ON THE TEAM FELT LET 




DOWN.






YAKUSHEV






WE COULDN'T WAIT TO PLAY IN FRONT OF 

MS Yakushev

10.45.37
OUR HOME CROWD.   

Still hockey crowd
10.45.40
BUT ONLY PARTY OFFICIALS COULD GET 





TICKETS.  OUR REAL FANS WERE KEPT 





OUTSIDE.  

MS Yakushev

10.45.53
WE WERE SO DISAPPOINTED...WE'D BEEN 





WAITING FOR OUR FANS SUPPORT, AND WELL, 




WE WERE ALL VERY HURT.

Archive USSR match
10.45.58
NARRATOR






3,000 CANADIAN FANS HAD COME TO 





MOSCOW.  THE SOVIETS FELT LIKE 






FOREIGNERS ON THEIR HOME ICE.  THEIR 





DECISIVE LEAD SLIPPED AWAY.

Still match

10.46.08

SS Hockey

10.46.15
GRAPHIC HEADLINE





‘CANADA RAILLIES






        Series Tied’


Archive USSR match
10.46.20

Still match

10.46.23
NARRATOR






WITH JUST ONE MINUTE LEFT IN THE 


Archive USSR match
10.46.27
DECIDING GAME, THE 8 GAME SERIES






HUNG IN THE BALANCE. THE SCORE WAS 





STILL TIED.

MS Henderson
10.46.42
HENDERSON






I JUST HAD SOMETHING INSIDE ME I HAVE Archive USSR match
10.46.45
GOT TO GET ON THE ICE.  WE HAVE GOT TO 




WIN THIS GAME.

SS Hockey

10.46.50

Archive USSR match
10.46.53

SS Hockey

10.47.00

Still match

10.47.02
YAKUSHEV






AFTER EIGHT GAMES, WITH 36 SECONDS TO 




GO, WE MISSED THAT DECISIVE PUCK.  AND SO MS Yakushev

10.47.14
CANADA WON.  AND WE SUFFERED A GREAT 




LOSS.

Archive USSR match
10.47.17
IT WAS SO DISAPPOINTING.  ONLY LATER DID 




WE REALIZE WE SHOULD BE PROUD - THAT WE MS Yakushev

10.47.28
HAD HELD OUR OWN.

SS Corridors &


NARRARTOR

Empty rooms       


BUT THE SOIVET GOVERNMENT NEEDED 





SCAPEGOATS.






FIRSOV






A GENERAL INTERROGATED ME.  HE ASKED: 




"HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD?" I SAID: "SORRY, MS Firsov

10.47.46
WHAT SHOULD I UNDERSTAND?" HE KEPT 

SS empty office


AFTER ME, SAYING "HAVE YOU UNDERSTOOD MS Firsov



OR NOT?" FINALLY I UNDERSTOOD, I 






UNDERSTOOD YOU CAN'T TELL THESE PEOPLE 




ANYTHING.  SO I SAID SIMPLY: I UNDERSTAND, 




AND HE LET ME GO.  WHEN I CAME HOME, 





EVERYTHING STARTED PILING UP INSIDE ME.  




WHAT KIND OF LEADERS DO WE HAVE? I TOOK 




OFF ALL MY MEDALS.  I'D HAD ENOUGH OF 





OUR SYSTEM.  I REALIZED, IT WAS USELESS TO 




STRUGGLE FOR JUSTICE.

Still  Firsov

10.48.28

Archive Olga + fan
10.48.38

Mail




NARRATOR






DESPITE HER 3 GOLD MEDALS, OLGA KORBUT 




HAD ALSO FALLEN AFOUL OF THE  SOVIET 





SYSTEM.  

Archive Olga trains
10.48.50
THE FAME AND ADULATION SHE WON 





ABROAD BRED RESENTMENT AT HOME.






LATYNINA






WELL, OLGA KORBUT WAS MORE POPULAR IN 




AMERICA THAN IN THE SOVIET UNION.  SHE 




WAS, WELL, HOW SHOULD I SAY IT: SHE 





DIDN'T BEHAVE PROPERLY -  

MS Latynina

10.49.29
ALWAYS DEMANDING ATTENTION.  SHE WAS 




A PRIMADONNA.  THAT'S NOT HOW WE WERE 




RAISED.

Archive 1976 

10.49.41
   CAPTION

Olympics



‘1976 Olympics






    Montreal’






NARRATOR






DEPRESSED, AND OUTCAST BY HER OWN 





TEAM, KORBUT MADE ONE LAST OLYMPIC 





APPEARANCE IN MONTREAL.  SHE LOST TO 





ROMANIA'S NADYA COMENICI.






OLGA






I WASN'T SAME OLGA.  YOU KNOW I WAS 





OLDER AND I WAS TIRED, AND I REALISED I MS Olga

10.50.51
COMPETED FOR THE GOVERNMENT. NOT FOR 




MYSELF.  NOT FOR PUBLIC.

Archive Comenici
10.50.23
LATYNINA






COMENICI DESERVED TO WIN.  BUT THE 

MS Latnina

10.50.32
SPORTS COMMITTEE ACTED LIKE I'D 






COMMITTED SOME DEADLY SIN BECAUSE WE' 




LOST.






THEY SAID I WAS OUTDATED, OBSOLETE.  I 





WAS SO INSULTED.  I SAID, WELL, IF I AM 





OUTDATED, THEN I WON'T WASTE YOUR TIME.  




SO I GAVE THEM MY RESIGNATION, AND 





WALKED OUT.

Archive Korbut 
10.51.00 
NARRATOR

crying




OLGA KORBUT WAS BARRED FROM 







TRAVELLING ABROAD

SS Olga teaching 
10.51.09.  
AFTER COMMUNISM'S FALL, SHE EMIGRATED kids.




TO AMERICA

Archive Olga

10.51.18
OLGA





FOR ME IT WAS A SO STRANGE. I DIDN'T 





UNDERSTAND THIS IS ER COMMUNISM.  HOW 




YOU CAN BE THE SAME, COMMUNIST IS 


MS Olga

10.51.32
PROPOSING.  YOU WERE SUPPOSED TO BE 





SAME.  NO YOU CAN BE YOU INDIVIDUAL.  





THIS IS WRONG SYSTEM.

SS GV’s

10.51.41






NARRATOR






IN THE 1990S, THE SOVIET SPORTS MACHINE 




COLLAPSED TOGETHER WITH 
THE 






COMMUNIST STATE IT SERVED.

Igor stands by pillar


IGOR






I'M PROUD THAT IN THOSE EH DIFFICULT EH 




DAYS EH I, I WAS TRANS ENOUGH TO KEEP MY 




SOUL AND MY HEALTH AND MY MIND.  I'M 





PROUD THAT WE ARE SITTING HERE AND WE 




ARE OPENLY TALKING ABOUT THINGS WHICH Archive 1956 Igor 
10.52.16
WERE NEVER IMPOSSIBLE TO, TO, TO TALK IN 




THOSE DAYS, AND I'M PROUD THAT I WAS ONE MS Igor

10.52.23
OF THOSE WHO DESTROYED AND TO HELP TO 




CHANGE THIS SYSTEM.

SS  GV’s                                

LATYNINA





I BELIEVED IN OUR SYSTEM.  I BELIEVED AND Archive 1956

10.52.38
BELIEVED AND BELIEVED. NOW, SADLY, I 


Latynina



DON'T ANYMORE.  I REALIZE IT WAS ALL 

MS Latynina 

10.52.48
CHEAP PROPAGANDA.  WE ATHLETES USED TO 




CALL OUT TO OUR PEOPLE: GO FORWARD.  





NOW, ALL MY WORK AND ALL MY BELIEFS 





HAVE LEFT ME WITH NOTHING.  ALSOLUTELY 




NOTHING.

SS Ext Latynina 
10.53.12

looks out

baron landscape

Archive Igor jumping
10.53.31 
END CREDITS






Shown over following






Archive repeats

Still Igor

10.53.38

Archive Olga

10.53.45

Archive Olga

10.53.49

Archive Hockey
10.53.59

Players relaxing

Still Firsov

10.54.05

Still Kutchinskaya
10.54.10

Archive 

10.54.15

Kutchinskaya

INVISION LOGO
10.54.23

ABAMEDIA LOGO
DDE LOGO
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