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The theater building 
Describe or draw it. 
 
What is its shape? What was it made of? 
Describe the roof.  
 
Describe the different areas within the 
theater building.  
 

The theater is round, made of wood and plaster 
with a thatched roof over the galleries. The main 
area of the theater has no roof, so all the lighting is 
natural lighting. 
 
The areas are: the stage, the pit in front of the 
stage, the galleries that ring the stage, and the 
tiring house behind the stage, where the actors 
change their costumes. 

The Stage 
Describe or draw it. 
 
What is its shape? How is it placed in 
relation to the audience? 
 
What are the features on the stage? How 
do actors enter and exit the stage? 
 
What are the different playing areas on the 
stage? 
 
Are there elaborate sets? 
 

The stage is a thrust stage that juts out into the 
yard of the theater. Audience stands on three sides 
and also sits on three sides in the galleries.  
 
The stage has a roof over it, called "the heavens," 
which has designs painted on it. There's also a 
trap door in the roof through which things can be 
lowered. Two pillars hold up the stage roof. 
There's a trapdoor on the stage itself, called "Hell," 
and characters may enter from there. There are 
doors on either side of the back wall, and a 
recessed space in the middle where scenes can take 
place. There's also a balcony above the stage, 
where musicians can play or actors can do scenes.  
 
The stage doesn't generally use elaborate sets. 

The Audience 
 
In what different places can the audience 
be seated? How would you describe the 
different areas? Who chooses to sit in 
those areas? 
 
What kinds of activities do audience 
members engage in? 
 
 

The cheapest admission allows audience members 
to stand in the pit or yard. There are no seats in 
the pit. They call these audience members 
"groundlings." 
 
Those who pay more sit in the galleries that ring 
the theater. The galleries have benches to sit on 
and they are covered by a roof. 
 
Some audience members would pay extra to sit on 
the stage or in the side balconies above the stage. 
 
During performances, audience members could 
shout out, buy fruit, talk—they weren't always 
focused on the play. 

 
 
 


