
You Are There Instructions 
 
 
Radio and Walter Cronkite Reporting on the Nuremberg Trials 
 
In this activity, you will develop a skit on the Nuremberg Trials held after World War II 
held from November of 1945 to October of 1946. Your skit will be modeled on a 1950s 
television program called You Are There in which modern-day television correspondents 
pretended to be present at great events in history. You will need to decide who will be the 
interviewer and who will be the actors in the skit. During your skit, you will be 
responsible both for showing the audience an accurate representation of events at the 
trials, as well as a good demonstration of the impact of radio reporting on audiences 
around the world at this time. 
 
Start by using the following websites to build a foundation for your research into the 
history of radio and use the search terms 'Nuremberg Trials' to find information on the 
actual event. 
 
World of Wireless: http://home.luna.nl/~arjan-muil/radio/history.html 
History of Radio: http://history.acusd.edu/gen/projects/RADIO.html 
Wikipedia history of radio: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_radio 
 
Tips on developing your You Are There segment: 
 
# As you gather your research, let it help you decide on the narrative flow of your 
presentation 
 
# Be sure the commentator's questions give the actors plenty of opportunities to explain 
the development and expansion of radio, especially how it connected Americans with 
events in Europe and helped build sympathy for the Allied Forces. 
 
# Find a way in your skit to give your audience background on World War II in Europe, 
the Nazis and the Final Solution. The Nuremberg sites on the Internet contain actual 
transcripts of the trials that will help you develop authentic dialogue. 
 
# You may want to include a Walter Cronkite role in your script and have him detail 
some of his experience during World War II. 
 
# The commentators on You Are There ended each episode with the following: "What 
sort of day was it? A day like all days, filled with those events that alter and illuminate 
our times... and you were there." You may want to consider having your news 
commentator end the same way. 
 
 


