
Interview Questions 
 
 
Interview Subject _________________________________________________ 
 
Scheduled Date and Time of Interview ________________________________ 
 
Note: Begin your interview by thanking your subject for his/her time and stating the 
purpose of the interview: Your class is doing research on the current state of the media, 
and you have been assigned the task of finding out what sources people use most for 
information on current events, how credible news sources are and what role news sources 
should serve in the current global political climate. 
 
Remember: These questions are only suggestions. If your subject demonstrates expertise 
or interest in a certain topic, go with it. Also,give your subject permission not to respond 
to any question posed. 
 
Sources of Information 
 
What radio, television, cable or internet sources do you most often look to for news? 
 
How frequently do you go to your chosen sources? 
 
What type(s) of information do you seek in these sources? 
 
How have your chosen sources of information changed over time? 
 
What sources of information are available to us today? 
 
News Reporters 
 
What news reporters or journalists do you listen to, read or watch? 
 
What is it about each of these people you like? 
 
What news reporters of the past are you familiar with? 
 
What do you know about these people? 
 
How are they different from reporters and journalists today? 
 
What qualities does a news reporter need to have to be credible, in your opinion? 
 
Walter Cronkite was called The Most Trusted Man in America. To what person (whether 
in journalism or not) would you give this title? 
 



What is your response to the fact that many of the most popular news personalities are 
also comedians? 
 
What makes a good sports reporter? 
 
What makes a good entertainment report? 
 
Bias in the Media 
 
Is there a distinct right or left wing bias in the media today? 
 
Is it possible for media to be completely unbiased? 
 
What clues do you use to decide what a medium's bias is? 
 
What sources do you use that support your own biases? 
 
What sources do you use that support points of view other than your own? 
 
Is there a place for bias in media? 
 
Entire networks, such as the Fox Network, have been accused of a distinct bias. Do you 
still use these media knowing that they have such a bias? Why or why not? 
 
Reliability of News Sources 
 
Where does the news come from? 
 
Do you know how wire services work? 
 
Some people say that the takeover of newspapers, radio and television by huge 
entertainment complexes such as Time Warner and Clear Channel Corporation have 
lowered the standards of communication. What is your response to this claim? 
 
Many books have been published in recent years that assert that the government strictly 
controls what the public knows. What is your response to this claim? 
 
What are examples of in-depth reporting that you are familiar with? 
 
What are examples of news stories you have heard that made you feel that you were not 
getting the complete story? 
 
The Purpose of the Media in a Democracy 
 
What is the main purpose of the media? 
 



What does the term "a free press" mean to you? 
 
What is the role of a free press in a democracy? 
 
Do you use the information you obtain for any purposes in your daily life? 
 
Should the media avoid showing or describing scenes of violence? Why or why not? 
 
Should news reports be censored during wartime or during times of grave national 
emergencies? 
 
 


