
You Are There Instructions 
 
 
The Internet and the War in Iraq 
 
In this activity, you will develop a skit on the coverage of the war in Iraq as it is being 
shown on the Internet. Your skit will be modeled on a 1950s television program called 
You Are There in which modern-day television correspondents pretended to be present at 
great events in history. However, in this case, your commentator will not have to pretend 
as this event is the penultimate manifestation of complete media saturation. You will 
need to decide who will be the interviewer and who will be the actors in the skit. During 
your skit, you will be responsible both for showing the audience an accurate 
representation of events as well as a demonstration of how the Internet influences our 
understanding of events in Iraq. 
 
Start by using the following websites to build a foundation for your research into the 
history the Internet and use the search terms 'the war in Iraq' to find information on the 
actual event. 
 
All About the Internet: http://www.isoc.org/internet/history/ 
Hobbes' Internet Timeline: http://www.zakon.org/robert/internet/timeline/ 
A Brief History of the Internet: http://www.walthowe.com/navnet/history.html 
 
Tips on developing your You Are There segment: 
 
# As you gather your research, let it help you decide on the narrative flow of your 
presentation 
 
# Be sure the commentator's questions give the actors plenty of opportunities to explain 
the development and expansion of Internet and how it has become much more pervasive 
than anyone could have imagined. 
 
# Find a way in your skit to give your audience an idea of the build-up to the war, the 
various opinions and controversies surrounding it beforehand and as the war has 
progressed. Please try not to fall into the trap of creating a direct link between the 9/11 
attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon and the war in Iraq. 
 
# Your commentator may want to interview several sources of Internet news agencies, 
bloggers, right-wing and left-wing media, as well as reports in the major newspapers and 
cable news sources available on the Internet. 
 
# The commentators on You Are There ended each episode with the following: "What 
sort of day was it? A day like all days, filled with those events that alter and illuminate 
our times... and you were there." You may want to consider having your news 
commentator end the same way. 
 



 


