
You Are There Instructions 
 
 
Broadsides and the Boston Tea Party 
 
In this activity, you will develop a skit on the Boston Tea Party on December 16, 1773. 
Your skit will be modeled on a 1950s television program called You Are There in which 
modern-day television correspondents pretended to be present at great events in history. 
You will need to decide who will be the interviewer and who will be the actors in the 
skit. During your skit, you will be responsible both for showing the audience an accurate 
representation of the Boston Tea party and the events leading up to it as well as a good 
demonstration on what broadsides were, how they were different from newspapers and 
how they functioned in colonial America. 
 
Start by using the following websites to build a foundation for your research into 
broadsides and use the search terms 'Boston Tea Party' to find information on the actual 
event. 
 
Library of Congress: http://rs6.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/pehome.html 
The Word on the Street: http://www.nls.uk/broadsides/ 
Duke University collection: scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/eaa/broadsides.html 
 
Tips on developing your You Are There segment: 
 
# As you gather your research, let it help you decide on the narrative flow of your 
presentation 
 
# Be sure the commentator's questions give the actors plenty of opportunities to explain 
what broadsides were, how they were used and how they were different from 
newspapers. 
 
# Find a way in your skit to explain the unease in the American colonies in 1770s and to 
give some of the foundations on ideas of liberty, natural rights and the nature of 
government being discussed the colonies during the period. 
 
# Since the Boston Tea Party was planned and carried out by a small group, you may 
want to consider having your commentator on a simple fact-gathering mission on the 
American colonies and then have the actual event occur as a surprise. 
 
# The commentators on You Are There ended each episode with the following: "What 
sort of day was it? A day like all days, filled with those events that alter and illuminate 
our times... and you were there." You may want to consider having your news 
commentator end the same way. 
 
 


