
You Are There Instructions 
 
 
Television and the Assassination of John F. Kennedy 
 
In this activity, you will develop a skit on the assassination of President John F. Kennedy 
on November 22, 1963. Your skit will be modeled on a 1950s television program called 
You Are There in which modern-day television correspondents pretended to be present at 
great events in history. However, in this case, your commentator will not have to pretend 
as this event was covered day and night for several weeks, and several of the most 
dramatic events in American history were captured on live television. You will need to 
decide who will be the interviewer and who will be the actors in the skit. During your 
skit, you will be responsible both for showing the audience an accurate representation of 
events as well as a demonstration of how the on the spot reporting amplified the impact 
of the event and simultaneously brought the nation together. 
 
Start by using the following websites to build a foundation for your research into the 
history of television and use the search terms 'the assassination of John F. Kennedy' to 
find information on the actual event. 
 
Television History: The First 75 Years: http://www.tvhistory.tv/ 
History of Television: http://www.history.sandiego.edu/gen/recording/television1.html 
Media History Project: http://www.mediahistory.umn.edu/teevee.html 
 
Tips on developing your You Are There segment: 
 
# As you gather your research, let it help you decide on the narrative flow of your 
presentation 
# Be sure the commentator's questions give the actors plenty of opportunities to explain 
the development and expansion of television with special emphasis on how television 
came into its own because of its service to the nation during this traumatic time. 
# Find a way in your skit to give your audience the suddenness of the event and how 
bewildered the American public was as to who could have committed such a public and 
shattering crime. Try to recreate the sense of non-stop coverage and unfolding events 
during this time. 
# Walter Cronkite's coverage and final confirmation that the president was dead are 
unforgettable moments of television history. 
# The commentators on You Are There ended each episode with the following: "What 
sort of day was it? A day like all days, filled with those events that alter and illuminate 
our times... and you were there." You may want to consider having your news 
commentator end the same way. 
 
 


