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Background 
 

Curious George is a popular children’s character based on the 

original works of Margret and H. A. Rey, first published by 

Houghton Mifflin in 1941, about an inquisitive monkey and his 

adventures.  WGBH Educational Foundation, Universal Studios, 

and Houghton Mifflin Harcourt have continued the legacy of 

Curious George through an animated television series, a book 

series based on the television shows (TV tie-in books), in 

addition to other products.  According to WGBH, George is the 

archetypal preschooler and the perfect vehicle to help 

preschoolers learn valuable science, engineering, and math 

skills.  WGBH and its partners are interested in studying the 

educational impact of the Curious George television series and 

TV tie-in books. 

 

In 2012, Concord Evaluation Group (CEG) was hired to evaluate the impact of 

Curious George television episodes and TV tie-in books on their target audience.  

Specifically, the evaluation was designed to assess the extent to which Curious 

George books and television episodes:  

 

 Helped young children (ages 4-5 years old) to learn science and math 

and develop scientific “habits of mind” (e.g., making predictions, asking 

questions). 

 Worked together (books and episodes) to reinforce science and math 

learning. 

 Engaged the parents of young children and helped them feel more 

confident about helping their children to learn about science and math. 

 Motivated parents to involve their young children in science and math 

activities at home or in other informal learning environments (like 

museums, parks, etc.). 

  

Curious George 
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Methods and Procedures 

Study Design 

 
The evaluation employed the use of a rigorous research design.  In fact, the 

evaluation included two experimental designs—one to evaluate the impact of the 

TV tie-in books and one to evaluate the impact of the television episodes.  The 

study design is illustrated in the figures below. 

 

CEG recruited study participants using its national panel of families who have 

expressed an interest in previous studies conducted by CEG and by reaching out 

to preschools and Head Start centers across the country.  We provided panel 

members and preschools with information about the study and invited interested 

parents to contact us directly to see if their family qualified to participate in the 

study.  To qualify for the study, families needed to: 

 

 Have at least one 4 or 5 year old child living at home, 

 Be able to read and communicate in English, and 

 Be able to play a DVD at home (Television Group only). 

 

We did not offer a financial incentive for participation in the study.  Instead, 

families were able to keep the Curious George books and/or episodes as a token 

of gratitude for their participation.  Families in the Control Group received a 

package of books and a DVD containing Curious George episodes after the 

study ended. 

 

From the pool of eligible families, CEG randomly assigned families to one of 

three groups: (1) the Book Group, (2) the Television Group, or (3) the Control 

Group (Figure 1).  Random assignment provides rigor to the study design 

because it helps to ensure that the background characteristics of participants are 

distributed as fairly and as equally as possible across the groups.1  Equivalency 

across the groups with respect to key variables, like interest in science or 

educational level of the parents, enables us to say with confidence that any 

observed differences between two groups with respect to, say, science 

knowledge are likely due to the intervention (reading Curious George books or 

watching episodes) and not due to differences in participants’ backgrounds.  

  

                                                
1
 Boruch, R.F. (1997). Randomized Experiments for Planning and Evaluation: A Practical 

Guide. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
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Figure 1. The experimental design included random assignment. 

 

As illustrated in Figure 2, families that were assigned to the Book Group were 

provided with a set of 4 Curious George books to read over a period of 2-3 

weeks.  We encouraged families to read the books as many times as they 

wanted.  These books (and the science or math concepts they covered) included:  

 

 Curious George Roller Coaster (measurement) 

 Curious George A Winter’s Nap (hibernation) 

 Curious George Colors Eggs (colors) 

 Curious George Rain or Shine (weather) 

 

In fact, 50% of the families in the Book Group reported reading the books several 

times, 21% reported reading each of the books twice, and the remaining families 

read the books once. 

 

After families in the Book Group had an opportunity to read the books, within 

each family, the preschool child and one parent completed a survey together to 

assess their understanding of the science and math constructs that were covered 

in the books.  Families assigned to the Control Group were not provided with 

books before completing the survey together.  The Book Group and Control 

Group surveys contained a set of overlapping questions so that we could 

compare the groups’ understanding of the same science and math constructs as 

well as other variables.  The surveys, and the constructs they measured, are 

described in more detail in the next section.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. We compared the survey responses of families that read Curious George books 

to survey responses of families that did not read them. 
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As illustrated in Figure 3, families that were assigned to the Television Group 

were provided with a DVD containing 4 Curious George television episodes.  

Families were encouraged to watch the episodes as many times as they wanted 

over a period of 2-3 weeks.  These episodes (and the science/math concepts 

they covered) included: 

 

 Buoy Wonder (buoyancy) 

 Curious George and the Invisible Sound (sound) 

 Curious George, Dog Counter (sorting) 

 Squirrel for a Day (plant life) 

 

These episodes included an animated segment (i.e., the Curious George 

cartoon), plus live action “interstitials” that showed “real kids” engaging in 

scientific explorations that were designed to reinforce the concepts covered in 

the animated segments of the episodes.  The animated segments averaged 

about 11 minutes, while the live action segments ran approximately 2 minutes 

per episode. 

 

58% of the families reported watching the episodes one time, while one-quarter 

of families (26%) reporting watching the episodes twice.  The remaining 16% of 

families watched the episodes several times.  

 

After families watched the episodes, the preschool child and his/her parent 

completed a survey together.  After completing the survey, families read a set of 

4 Curious George books together.  We encouraged families to read the books as 

many times as they wanted over a period of 2-3 weeks.  The books were “tied-in” 

to the television episodes that the families watched at the outset of the study, so 

that we could explore the question of whether the books supported or cemented 

any learning that took place as a result of watching the Curious George 

episodes.  The 4 books included: 

 

 Curious George Boat Show (tied in to Buoy Wonder, covered buoyancy) 

 Curious George Finds a Friend (tied in to Curious George and the 

Invisible Sound, covered sound) 

 Curious George and the Dog Show (tied in to Curious George, Dog 

Counter, covered sorting) 

 Curious George Plants a Seed (tied in to Squirrel for a Day, covered plant 

life) 

 

Again, families assigned to the Control Group completed a survey that contained 

questions which overlapped with the questions in the Television Group survey.  

But, families in the Control Group did not watch episodes or read books prior to 

completing the survey. 
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Figure 3. We compared the survey responses of families that watched Curious George 

episodes to survey responses of families that did not watch them.  We also explored 

survey responses of families that watched the episodes before and after they also read a 

set of Curious George books. 

 

Hypotheses and Research Questions 

 

Based on the objectives of the evaluation stated earlier, we developed the 

following hypotheses to be tested in the study:  

 

 Hypothesis 1: Children who read the Curious George books will 

demonstrate significantly better knowledge about the specific science and 

math concepts that are covered in the books than children who do not 

read the Curious George books. 

 

 Related Research Questions:  

 

o Can short-term exposure to Curious George impact children’s 

habits of mind?  Specifically, will parents report that children who 

read the Curious George books or watch the Curious George 

episodes demonstrated scientific habits of mind (such as asking 

questions, making predictions, being curious) while using the 

resources? 

 

 Hypothesis 2: Children who watch the Curious George episodes 

(animated and live action segments) will demonstrate significantly better 

knowledge about the specific science and math concepts that are 

covered in the episodes than children who do not watch the Curious 

George episodes. 

 

  

Episode/ 

Book Group 

Control 

Group 
Survey 

Watch 

episodes 

Survey  Read 

book

s 

Survey  



 

 

 Pa
ge

6
 

 Related Research Questions:  

 

o Will learning effects from the Curious George books be additive to 

the learning effects from the Curious George episodes?  That is, 

will children’s knowledge scores improve even more after they 

read the books?   

o Or, will any learning effects from the episodes remain unchanged?   

o If so, will parents report that the science and math concepts were 

reinforced by the books? 

 

 Hypothesis 3:  Parents who read the Curious George books with their 

children will be more likely to report that they know how to engage their 

young children in STEM activities than parents who did not read the 

Curious George books with their children.  Related to this hypothesis, we 

expect that parents who read Curious George books with their children 

will report greater confidence about engaging in STEM activities after 

reading the books. 

 

 Hypothesis 4:  Parents who watch the Curious George episodes with 

their children will be more likely to report that they know how to engage 

their young children in STEM activities than parents who did not watch 

the Curious George episodes with their children.  Related to this 

hypothesis, we expect that parents who watch Curious George episodes 

with their children will report greater confidence about engaging in STEM 

activities after watching the episodes. 

 

o Related Research Question:  Will families who use the Curious 

George resources report that they are more likely to explore 

opportunities for informal science and math exploration than 

parents who did not use the Curious George resources with their 

children? 

 

 Additional Research Questions:  

 

o Will children enjoy the Curious George books and episodes? 

o Will parents who read the Curious George books or watched the 

Curious George episodes be more likely to express an interest in 

doing more Curious George activities (such as reading books, 

visiting the website) or purchasing Curious George products in the 

future?   

o Will parents report that they would recommend Curious George 

books or episodes to other families? 

 



 

 

 Pa
ge

7
 

Note that we did not compare the Book Group to the Television Group on any 

variables.  The purpose of the study was to look at the impact of the books and 

the impact of the episodes, but not to compare the effects of the two to each 

other. 

Survey Instruments 

 

We developed four survey instruments for this evaluation study: 

 

1. Control Group Survey (Appendix A) 

2. Book Group Survey (Appendix B) 

3. Television Survey #1 (administered after families watched the episodes: 

Appendix C) 

4. Television Survey #2 (administered after families read the books: 

Appendix D) 

 

The table below summarizes the questions used to test each of the hypotheses 

and explore all of the research questions.  The table also indicates which 

questions appeared on the different surveys.  The surveys are provided in 

Appendices A-D.  Each of the surveys also contained additional items that were 

used to provide background or contextual data and were not included in the 

hypothesis testing. 

 

Table 1:  

Hypotheses, Research Questions, and Corresponding Survey Questions 

 

Hypothesis or 

Research 

Question 

Control Group 

Survey 

(Appendix A) 

Book Group 

Survey 

(Appendix B) 

Television 

Survey #1 

(Appendix C) 

Television 

Survey #2 

(Appendix D) 

Hypothesis 1 Questions 10-18 
Questions 1-9, 

16, 17 
-- -- 

Hypothesis 2 Questions 1-9 -- 
Questions 1-9, 

17 

Questions 1-9, 

11, 12 

Hypothesis 3 Questions 21-23 
Questions 12-

14, 16 
-- Question 11 

Hypothesis 4 Questions 21-23 -- 
Questions 12-

14, 16 
-- 

Additional 

Research 

Questions 

Questions 24-25 Questions 18-22 Questions 18-20 Questions 13-16 
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Each of the surveys was administered online.  Families were provided with 

careful instruction about how to access and complete the surveys from home.  

Due to the young age of the target audience, we instructed parents how to help 

their child click on buttons or type in responses without interfering with the 

children’s answers to the questions.  We call this type of survey administration 

“parent assisted.”  Thus, in each family the parent acted merely as a typist for the 

child who provided his or her own answers to the questions.  The surveys also 

contained questions that were specifically designed for parents themselves.  We 

provided written instructions for survey administration to the parents, plus email 

follow-up and, when necessary, telephone support.   

 

The survey questions were pilot tested by 10 families prior to conducting the 

evaluation study to ensure that the survey administration procedures were 

reliable and that the questions themselves were clear and comprehensible.  We 

also used pilot testing data to assess whether the questions were too easy or too 

difficult.  Pilot testing was iterative—that is, when we made changes to questions 

during pilot testing, we re-tested the new items with other pilot test families to 

ensure that the changes were sufficient. 
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Participants 
 
The total sample size for the study was 155 families, representing 31 states 

across the country.  Approximately half the sample was female (51%).  The study 

included slightly more 4 year olds than 5 year olds (54% versus 46%).   

 

The proportion of racial and ethnic groups in our sample mirrors the proportion of 

racial and ethnic groups currently living in the U.S. according to the latest U.S. 

Census, with most reporting they were White or Caucasian (67%), followed by 

Hispanic or Latino (17%), Black or African-American (12%), and Asian (8%).2   

 

More than half of the families in our sample (61%) reported that their household 

financial situation was about the same as the average family.  The proportion of 

families that reported their household financial situation was worse than the 

average family was 10% (the proportion of persons below poverty level in the 

U.S. is currently 14%).   

 

The proportion of parents in our sample with a Bachelor’s Degree (32%) was 

only slightly higher than the national average of 28%.  The distribution of 

demographic and background characteristics across the three groups is 

summarized below.  There were no statistically significant differences between 

the Control Group and the Book Group or the Television Group with respect to 

these characteristics, thus, it appears that randomization was successful at 

distributing key variables across the groups.3   

 
Table 2:  

Participant Demographic and Background Characteristics 

 

 
Control 
Group 

Book 
Group 

Television 
Group 

TOTALS 

Total sample size 53  52 50 155 

Gender  

Girl 32 (60.4%) 24 (46.2%) 23 (46.0%) 79 (51.0%) 

Boy 21 (39.6%) 28 (53.8%) 27 (54.0% 76 (49.0%) 

Age  

4 29 (54.7%) 24 (46.2%) 31 (62.0%) 84 (54.2%) 

5 24 (45.3%) 28 (53.8%) 19 (38.0%) 71 (45.8%) 

Race/ethnicity  

White or Caucasian 36 (67.9%) 43 (82.7%) 25 (50.0%) 104 (67.1%) 

Hispanic or Latino/a 11 (20.8%) 6 (11.5%) 10 (20.0%) 27 (17.4%) 

                                                
2
 U.S. Census Bureau (Jan 17, 2012) State and County QuickFacts.  Available at: 

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/00000.html 
3 We did not compare the differences between the Book Group and the Television Group 
because that was not the purpose of this study.   
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Control 
Group 

Book 
Group 

Television 
Group 

TOTALS 

Black or African-American 5 (9.4%) 6 (11.5%) 7 (14.0%) 18 (11.6%) 

Asian or Pacific Islander 6 (15.1%) 3 (5.8%) 3 (6.0%) 12 (7.7%) 

Native American 1 (1.9%) 1 (1.9%) 0 (0.0%) 2 (1.3%) 

Household financial situation  

Worse than average 6 (11.3%) 3 (5.8%) 7 (14.0%) 16 (10.3%) 

Average 25 (47.2%) 36 (69.2%) 33 (66.0%) 94 (60.6%) 

Better than average 21 (39.6%) 13 (25.0%) 10 (20.0%) 44 (28.4%) 

Unknown 1 (19.9%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 1 (<1%) 

Highest household education level  

High school graduate or 
less 

1 (1.9%) 1 (1.9%) 1 (2.0%) 3 (1.9%) 

Associate degree  or 
certificate program 

6 (11.3%) 10 (19.2%) 7 (14.0%) 23 (14.8%) 

Some college credit, but no 
degree 

3 (5.7%) 4 (7.7%) 5 (10.0%) 12 (7.7%) 

Bachelor’s degree 12 (22.6%) 24 (46.2%) 14 (28.0%) 50 (32.3%) 

Master’s degree  12 (22.6%) 8 (15.4%) 17 (34.0%) 37 (23.9%) 

Doctorate degree  or 
Professional degree  

13 (24.5%) 4 (7.7%) 2 (4.0%) 19 (12.3%) 

Unknown 6 (11.3%) 1 (1.9%) 3 (6.0%) 10 (6.6%) 
 
 
Our original intent during study recruitment was to only include families with no 

prior television exposure to Curious George.  However, we discovered that 

almost no families reported that they had never seen or heard of Curious 

George.  So, we amended our recruitment plan to include families with different 

levels of exposure to Curious George on TV.  We asked families to report, on a 

scale from 0 (never) to 2 (a lot), the extent to which their child watched Curious 

George.  We found that there were no differences in reported exposure to 

Curious George viewing prior to the study.  The average levels of Curious 

George exposure are summarized below. 

 
Table 3: 

Exposure to Curious George Prior to the Study 

 

Control Group Average 
Comparison Group 

Average 

Statistically 
Significant 
Difference? 

1.08 
(standard deviation = .70) 

Book Group = 0.94 
(standard deviation = .42) 

No 

Television Group = 1.10 
(standard deviation = .62) 

No 
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We also wanted to ensure that families had an equal predisposition to engaging 

in STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) activities across the three 

groups.  So, we asked parents to indicate, from among the following activities, 

which were the Top 3 that they would most like to do with their children.  The 

STEM-related activities are marked as such: 

 

 Listen to or play music with your child  

 Draw pictures 

 Look at the stars at night (STEM) 

 Observe insects and animals outdoors (STEM) 

 Play sports 

 Collect acorns or rocks or other things from nature (STEM) 

 Grow a garden or indoor plants (STEM) 

 Read stories 

 Build with blocks (STEM) 

 

We gave each parent one point for each STEM-related activity they chose and 

totaled the number of STEM activities for each family.  Since families could only 

choose up to 3 activities, scores ranged from 0 to 3 points.  As summarized in 

the table below, there were no significant differences between the groups.  Thus, 

the families in the groups had an equal predisposition to engage in STEM 

activities. 

 

Table 4: 

Family Predisposition to Engage in STEM Activities 

 

Control Group Average  
Comparison Group 

Average  

Statistically 
Significant 
Difference? 

1.85 
(standard deviation = .89) 

Book Group = 1.65 
(standard deviation = .81) 

No 

Television Group = 1.70 
(standard deviation = .91) 

No 

 

Finally, we asked parents to indicate the extent to which their children were 

naturally curious or enjoyed science or math-related activities such as: 

 

 Counting 

 Asking questions 

 Arranging toys in different ways, sorting things by color or shape or in 

other ways 

 Solving problems or doing puzzles 

 Coming up with his or her own ideas about why things work the way they 

do 
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 Learning how things work 

 Making guesses and predictions about things 

 Being curious about things 

 

Parents indicated on a scale of 1 (Strongly Disagree) to 4 (Strongly Agree) the 

extent to which each of the above characteristics described their children.  We 

compared the Control Group to the Book Group and the Television Group to 

explore whether there were differences with respect to any of the items listed 

above.  We found no significant differences between the groups.  Since none of 

the individual items was significantly different, the table below reports the 

aggregate averages for each group rather than each individual item. 

 

Table 5: 

Children’s Predisposition to STEM-Related Thinking 

 

Control Group Average  
Comparison Group 

Average  

Statistically 
Significant 
Difference? 

3.56 
(standard deviation = .36) 

Book Group = 3.59 
(standard deviation = .33) 

No 

Television Group = 3.53 
(standard deviation = .37) 

No 
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Findings 

Reading Curious George books boosted young children’s 
science and math knowledge. 

 

The first hypothesis we tested was: 

 

Hypothesis 1: Children who read the Curious George books will 

demonstrate significantly better knowledge about the specific science and 

math concepts that are covered in the books than children who do not 

read the Curious George books. 

 

To test this hypothesis, we compared Book Group to Control Group responses 

on a set of 9 questions designed to assess children’s knowledge of the 4 specific 

science and math concepts covered in the Curious George books: 

 

 Measurement 

 Hibernation 

 Colors 

 Weather 

 

Children had the possibility of earning 1 point for each correct response – for a 

possible total score of 9 points.  We compared Book Group Scores to Control 

Group scores to find that the Book Group children demonstrated statistically 

greater knowledge of the specific science and math concepts measured 

than the kids in the Control Group.  Children in the Book Group scored an 

average of 6.29 points (standard deviation = 1.18) while children in the Control 

Group scored an average of 5.21 points (standard deviation = 1.80).4  In addition 

to finding a statistically significant difference between the groups, the effect size 

was also moderately large (d = .71).5,6   

                                                
4
 t (89.780) = 3.647, p = .000.  The “t-test” assesses whether the averages of the two groups 

are statistically different from one another.  The “p value” associated with the t statistic 
tells us the probability of rejecting the null hypothesis (that the two groups are equal) 
when the null is actually true (a false positive).  In this case, the probability of a false 
positive is very slim: A probability lower than p = .05 is considered “statistically significant” 
in education research. 
5
 Effect size is a measure of the strength of the relationship between two variables and is 

an alternate measure (versus the t-statistic) of the magnitude of that relationship. Some 
researchers consider effect size to be more relevant than reporting inferential statistics 
and their associated p values because the effect size cannot be influenced by sample 
sizes (whereas inferential statistics can be). 
6
 When comparing the averages of two independent groups, .20 is generally considered 

a small effect size, .50 is a medium effect size, and .80 is a large effect size [Cohen, J. 
(1992). A power primer. Psychological Bulletin, 112(1), 155-159.] 
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Given that the Book Group and the Control Group were equally matched on all 

key background and demographic variables, we are confident that the 

differences observed between the groups is attributable to the intervention—that 

is, reading Curious George books resulted in a knowledge boost for the 

children in the Book Group. 

 

Parents reported: 

 

 We did a weather journal and my daughter really enjoyed this activity.  It 

was great getting her to pay attention to the clouds.  We both learned.   

 

 It was awesome to see her know answers to things and figure things out! 

 

 My son was excited to measure himself after we read about how George 

used the candy to measure his height. 

 

 The books made learning easy and they also encouraged thinking. 

 

 My daughter talks a lot about the weather now, and if and when it will 

rain. 

 

 We watch every day and try to figure out if it's going to be sunny all day or 

if it might rain.  We also try to figure out if it's going to be cold or warm. 

 

 My daughter learned how to use various household items to measure 

different things.  She also learned about clouds and that there are people 

who are weather scientists.  We never discussed these things before the 

books. 

 

 My son learned which animals hibernate (he now sleeps in his sleeping 

bag in bed like it's a cave). 

 

 I wish I had this when I was a girl. We were not encouraged to excel in 

science and math. 

 

 I hadn't yet exposed my 4-year old much to mixing colors and 

measurement, these books were a great introduction. 

 

 The weather book was something new for him.  We are a VERY curious 

family and love talking about and learning new things... even though 

these were things we had talked about at some point, Curious George 

presented them in a new way, so they were a fun addition and a new way 

to look at the topics... we are already wanting more of the books! 

“My son learned 

which animals 

hibernate (he 

now sleeps in his 

sleeping bag in 

bed like it’s a 

cave.” 

 

“I wish I had this 

when I was a 

little girl.  We 

were not 

encouraged to 

excel in science 

and math.” 
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Curious George books prompted children to use scientific 
habits of mind while reading. 

 

Related to the first hypothesis we tested, we explored the following research 

questions: 

 

 Can short-term exposure to Curious George impact children’s habits of 

mind?   

 Specifically, will parents report that children who read the Curious George 

books or watch the Curious George episodes demonstrate scientific 

habits of mind (such as asking questions, making predictions, being 

curious) while using the resources? 

 

Parents in the Book Group and the Television Group reported on the extent to 

which their children demonstrated scientific habits of mind while they were 

reading their respective sets of books.  Parents indicated their agreement on a 

scale of 1 (Strongly disagree) to 4 (Strongly agree) with statements about their 

children’s behaviors.   

 

As indicated in the table below, for each of the behaviors listed, parents were in 

agreement (most scores were around “3”) that their children demonstrated these 

behaviors while reading the Curious George books.  The behaviors observed 

most frequently were that children talked about the things they were seeing while 

reading the books and tried to make predictions about what would happen next in 

the stories.  Most children also asked a lot of questions while reading and came 

up with theories about why certain things were happening in the stories as they 

read them. 

 

Table 6: 

Scientific Habits of Mind Observed During Reading Curious George Books 

 

 N Mean Std Dev 

As we read together, my child talked about the things 

she/he was seeing. 
100 3.50 .595 

As we read together, my child tried to guess what we 

might discover/what might happen next. 
100 3.24 .656 

As we read together, my child asked a lot of questions. 99 3.12 .765 

As we read together, my child came up with ideas about 

why certain things were happening. 
101 3.05 .711 
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Watching Curious George episodes also boosted young 
children’s science and math knowledge. 

 

Our second hypothesis was: 

 

Hypothesis 2: Children who watch the Curious George episodes 

(animated and live action segments) will demonstrate significantly better 

knowledge about the specific science and math concepts that are 

covered in the episodes than children who do not watch the Curious 

George episodes. 

 

To test this hypothesis, we compared Television Group to Control Group 

responses on a set of 9 questions designed to assess children’s knowledge of 

the 4 specific science and math concepts covered in the Curious George 

episodes: 

 

 Buoyancy 

 Sound 

 Sorting 

 Plant life 

 

Children had the possibility of earning 1 point for each correct response – for a 

possible total score of 9 points.  We compared Television Group Scores to 

Control Group scores to find that the Television Group children demonstrated 

statistically greater knowledge of the specific science and math concepts 

measured than the kids in the Control Group.  Children in the Television 

Group scored an average of 8.04 points (standard deviation = 1.09) while 

children in the Control Group scored an average of 7.43 points (standard 

deviation = 1.61).7  The effect size was moderate (d = .44).   

 

Again, we are confident that the differences observed between the groups can be 

attributed to the intervention—that is, watching Curious George episodes 

resulted in a knowledge boost for the children in the Television Group. 

 

Parents reported: 

 

 We have worked with counting and grew bean sprouts this year, but have 

not explored buoyancy or sorting as much.  I am sure that my son will 

refer to these stories as he has done in the past with other stories that he 

has learned from when he makes connections. That is the joy of learning 

for us is recalling information and applying it to an experience. 

 

                                                
7
 t (91.647) = 2.249, p = .014.   



 

 

 Pa
ge

1
7

 
 We learned more about sound, and found a whole new fascination on 

what things can grow, along with a desire to try and bury things ourselves 

now. 

 

 I have noticed my son playing out favorite episodes and talking about 

them. 

 

 Yesterday, my 5 year old was explaining to my 8 yr old about the sounds-

-hearing louder and softer by both of them saying Hi by standing next to 

each other and later one going to patio and saying Hi.  I loved watching 

them and exploring in different way. 

 

 My daughter learned about crickets and can't wait till summer when she 

can hear them again and actually know what they are.  She now wants to 

plant something this summer.  We talked about planting tomato seeds 

and then making a sauce when the tomatoes are ready. 

 

 My son loves the books, so we continue to read them every night. 

 

 We determined that my son actually prefers the books to TV because he 

likes to create the missing parts in his head as we are reading. 

Curious George books reinforced the science and math 
concepts children learned from watching the episodes. 

 

In addition to testing the hypothesis above, we also explored the following related 

research questions: 

 

 Will learning effects from the Curious George books be additive to the 

learning effects from the Curious George episodes?  That is, will 

children’s knowledge scores improve even more after they read the 

books?   

 Or, will any learning effects from the episodes remain unchanged?   

 If so, will parents report that the science and math concepts were 

reinforced by the books? 

 

We did not find that the learning effects of the books were additive to the learning 

effects from the episodes.  As reported earlier, the average knowledge score for 

the Television Group after watching the episodes was 8.04, which is very high (9 

is the highest score possible).  So, there was very little room for improvement 

after reading the books.  The post-test average score (after reading the books) 

“Yesterday, my 5 

year old was 

explaining to my 8 

yr old about the 

sounds--hearing 

louder and softer 

by both of them 

saying Hi by 

standing next to 

each other and 

later one going to 

patio and saying 

Hi.  I loved 

watching them and 

exploring in 

different way.” 
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for the same group was 8.14 (standard deviation = 1.23).  So, while there 

appeared to be a slight improvement, it was not statistically significant.8 

 

However, we should note that nearly all the parents in the Television Group (n = 

46, 92%) reported that the books helped their children remember what they 

learned from watching the Curious George episodes.   

 

Moreover, nearly all the parents in this group (n = 48, 96%) reported that reading 

the Curious George books helped to reinforce what their children learned 

from watching the Curious George episodes.  So, the books didn’t have any 

additional impact on science and math learning—above and beyond what the 

children learned from the episodes—the books did help to cement what the 

children learned, according to their parents. 

Curious George books helped parents feel more confident 
about exploring science and math with their children. 

 

The third hypothesis we tested was: 

 

Hypothesis 3:  Parents who read the Curious George books with their 

children will be more likely to report that they know how to engage their 

young children in STEM activities than parents who did not read the 

Curious George books with their children. 

 

In fact, the majority of Book Group and Television Group parents (n = 86, 84%) 

reported that the Curious George books helped them to feel more confident 

that they could teach their children about science and math.   

 

Most parents (n = 89, 87%) reported that the Curious George books gave them 

ideas about how to explore science and math with their children, while 92% (n = 

94) reported that the activities in the back of the Curious George books gave 

them ideas about how to explore these topics with their children. 

 

Moreover, three-quarters of parents (n = 75, 74%) reported that they are much 

more likely to do science and math activities with their children now than 

before they read the Curious George books together. 

 
Parents reported: 

 

 Curious George taught me that I can use household items to teach 

science and math. 

 

                                                
8
 T (49) = -.659, p = .257.  Effect size = .23. 

“Curious George 

taught me that I 

can use household 

items to teach 

science and math.” 
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 I would recommend these books for their simple topics and hands-on 

learning ideas. 

 

 The books brought up topics I never thought to talk about.  They gave 

excellent "at home" experiments.  And they were entertaining and 

engaging to my child. 

 

 The books were very helpful in showing new ways to explore things. 

 

 These books are an excellent way for adults to pick up ideas for 

conversations to have with your child while out at a park or even at an 

amusement park. 

 

 It encourages my child to do more hands-on activities: i.e. help me in the 

kitchen.  My child learned that she can peel and wash the veggies, 

obviously being very careful with little fingers. Or that we could make 

pancakes - Curious George's favorite food! 

 

 I like that the book has activities at the end for parents to do with the 

child. These activities reinforce what the book teaches. Learning by doing 

is an indispensible teaching tool! 

 

 The activities in the back help reiterate what is already learned and are a 

fun way to connect and spend time with your child, while they are learning 

something new and exciting. 

 

 Gives you good ideas to work with your children, especially for stay home 

parents. 

 

 We made the paper boat and floated it in our sink. That was exciting for 

all 3 kids ages 4, 6 and 9. Other experiments in buoyancy followed. Fun! 

 

We asked parents in the Book Group and the Control Group to report, on a scale 

from 1 (Strongly disagree) to 4 (Strongly agree) their level of agreement with a 

set of statements designed to assess whether they knew how to engage their 

children in STEM-related activities.  As summarized in the table below, most 

parents reported that they knew how to engage their children in these activities 

(most of the average agreement levels were close to “4”, even in the Control 

Group).  There were two notable exceptions.   First, parents in the Book Group 

were significantly more likely than parents in the Control Group to agree that they 

knew how to help their child explore their home or community for new places or 

things.  In addition, parents in the Book Group were significantly more likely than 

parents in the Control Group to agree that they knew how to show their child how 

things work.  Thus, it appears that reading the Curious George books helped 

“The books 

brought up topics I 

never thought to 

talk about.  They 

gave excellent "at 

home" 

experiments.  And 

they were 

entertaining and 

engaging to my 

child.” 

 

“I like that the 

book has activities 

at the end for 

parents to do with 

the child. These 

activities reinforce 

what the book 

teaches. Learning 

by doing is an 

indispensible 

teaching tool!” 

 



 

 

 Pa
ge

2
0

 
parents in the Book Group become more comfortable helping their children 

explore their worlds. 

 

Table 7: 

Parents’ Self-reported Ability to Engage Children in STEM Activities 

 

I know how to… Group N Mean Std Dev p Value 
Effect 

Size 

…help my child sort things such 

as blocks or colored beads or 

buttons or other objects. 

Book 52 3.8462 .36432 
.19 .36 

Control 53 3.7736 .46581 

…help my child explore our 

home or community for new 

places or things. 

Book 51 3.6863 .46862 
.029 .29 

Control 53 3.4906 .54146 

…work with my child to solve 

simple problems. 

Book 52 3.6923 .46604 
.48 .01 

Control 53 3.6981 .46347 

…show my child how things 

work. 

Book 52 3.7308 .48971 
.0510 .32 

Control 53 3.5660 .53742 

…encourage my child to ask 

questions. 

Book 51 3.7255 .49309 
.06 .31 

Control 53 3.5660 .53742 

…encourage my child to guess 

or make a prediction about how 

something works—and then 

test his or her ideas. 

Book 51 3.5490 .54088 

.10 .25 

Control 53 3.4151 .53472 

 
The effect sizes we observed overall were small to moderate.  It is likely that we 

observed a “ceiling effect” – that is, most parents’ agreement levels were already 

high to begin with and there was little room for improvement. 

 

In addition to asking parents to report how much they knew about helping their 

children to engage in specific STEM activities, we also asked parents to report 

whether they believed that they needed to know “a lot” about math or science 

before they could teach their kids about the subjects.  Our expectation was that 

parents who read the Curious George books would likely feel more confident 

about being able to teach their children about science and math and that they 

would be less likely to agree with the statements “you need to know a lot about 

science (or math) to help your kids learn about science (or math)” – the notion 

that parents can only help their children learn science and math if they 

themselves have training or expertise in those fields.  In fact, parents from both 

                                                
9
 t (100.888) = 1.973, p = .02. 

10
 t (102.446) = 1.642, p = .05. 
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the Book Group and the Control Group tended to disagree with these two 

statements.  There were no significant differences between the groups with 

respect to their agreement levels. 

 

Table 8: 

Parents’ Beliefs about What They Need to Know to Teach their Children 

about Science and Math 

 

 Group N Mean Std Dev p Value 
Effect 

Size 

You need to know a lot about 

science to help your kids learn 

science. 

Book 52 2.3846 .79592 
.23 .14 

Control 53 2.4906 .66860 

You need to know a lot about 

math to help your kids learn 

math. 

Book 52 2.5577 .77746 
.38 .06 

Control 53 2.6038 .74265 

 

Curious George episodes also helped parents feel more 
confident about exploring science and math with their 
children. 

 

The next hypothesis we tested was: 

 

Hypothesis 4:  Parents who watch the Curious George episodes with 

their children will be more likely to report that they know how to engage 

their young children in STEM activities than parents who did not watch 

the Curious George episodes with their children. 

 

The majority of Television Group parents (n = 43, 86%) reported that the live 

action videos helped them to feel more confident that they could teach 

their children about science and math.   

 

Most parents (n = 44, 88%) reported that the Curious George cartoons gave 

them ideas about how to explore science and math with their children, while 94% 

(n = 47) reported that the live action videos gave them ideas about how to 

explore these topics with their children. 

 

Moreover, more than two-thirds of parents (n = 34, 68%) reported that they are 

much more likely to do science and math activities with their children now 

than before they watched the Curious George episodes together. 
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Parents reported: 

 

 I especially like the applied learning that the animated portion of the 

episode is followed by in the live action portion. It is inspiring but not 

complicated at all which is encouraging. 

 

 It teaches in a fun and entertaining way that includes a little silliness that 

helps the concepts resonate with my daughter. Learning and fun 

combined, what more could you ask for?! 

 

 It's very educational and it's funny. The cartoon has an original point of 

view of how to explain how things work. 

 

 It’s showing the real life live videos of the experimenting and making it 

more useful for the kids to understand them with live things which we use 

along with the cartoonish fun. 

 

 It is a fun way to promote learning. My kids and I never watched Curious 

George before now and they loved it. 

 

We asked parents in the Television Group and the Control Group to report, on a 

scale from 1 (Strongly disagree) to 4 (Strongly agree) their level of agreement 

with a set of statements designed to assess whether they knew how to engage 

their children in STEM-related activities.  As summarized in the table below, most 

parents reported that they knew how to engage their children in these activities 

(most of the average agreement levels were close to “4”, even in the Control 

Group).  None of the differences between the two groups was statistically 

significant. 

 
Table 9: 

Parents’ Self-reported Ability to Engage Children in STEM Activities 

 

 Group N Mean Std Dev p Value 
Effect 

Size 

…help my child sort things such 

as blocks or colored beads or 

buttons or other objects. 

Episode 50 3.7600 .43142 
.44 .03 

Control 53 3.7736 .46581 

…help my child explore our 

home or community for new 

places or things. 

Episode 50 3.6200 .56749 
.12 .23 

Control 53 3.4906 .54146 

…work with my child to solve 

simple problems. 

Episode 50 3.7000 .46291 
.49 .00 

Control 53 3.6981 .46347 

…show my child how things Episode 50 3.5600 .57711 .48 .01 

“It teaches in a fun 

and entertaining 

way that includes a 

little silliness that 

helps the concepts 

resonate with my 

daughter. Learning 

and fun combined, 

what more could 

you ask for?!” 

 

“It is a fun way to 

promote learning. 

My kids and I never 

watched Curious 

George before now 

and they loved it.” 
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 Group N Mean Std Dev p Value 

Effect 

Size 

work. Control 53 3.5660 .53742 

…encourage my child to ask 

questions. 

Episode 50 3.6400 .52528 
.24 .14 

Control 53 3.5660 .53742 

…encourage my child to guess 

or make a prediction about 

how something works—and 

then test his or her ideas. 

Episode 50 3.4200 .73095 

.49 .01 

Control 53 3.4151 .53472 

 
In addition to asking parents to report how much they knew about helping their 

children to engage in specific STEM activities, we also asked parents to report 

whether they believed that they needed to know “a lot” about math or science 

before they could teach their kids about the subjects.  Our expectation was that 

parents who watched the Curious George episodes would likely feel more 

confident about being able to teach their children about science and math and 

that they would be less likely to agree with the statements “you need to know a 

lot about science (or math) to help your kids learn about science (or math).”  We 

found that parents from both the Television Group and the Control Group tended 

to disagree with these two statements and there were no significant differences 

between the groups with respect to their agreement levels. 

 
Table 10: 

Parents’ Beliefs about What They Need to Know to Teach their Children 

about Science and Math 

 

 Group N Mean Std Dev p Value 
Effect 

Size 

You need to know a lot about 

science to help your kids learn 

science. 

Episode 48 2.3542 .78522 
.17 .19 

Control 53 2.4906 .66860 

You need to know a lot about 

math to help your kids learn 

math. 

Episode 47 2.6170 .84835 
.47 .02 

Control 53 2.6038 .74265 

 

Curious George resources may inspire young children to 
read. 

 

We asked parents to report how likely it was that their family would visit the 

following places in the coming year.  Our hypothesis was that families exposed to 
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Curious George might be more interested in exploring informal STEM learning 

opportunities, such as the following: 

 

 Science museum 

 Children’s museum 

 Art museum 

 Library 

 Aquarium 

 Zoo 

 Nature center 

 Local park 

 Playground 

 

We found no significant different between the groups with respect to intentions to 

visit any of the places listed above, except art museums and libraries.  Parents in 

the Book Group were significantly more likely than parents in Control Group to 

report that they would probably visit art museums or libraries in the coming year.  

The table below summarizes the results. 

 
Table 11: 

Likelihood that Families Will Visit Places with Informal Education 

Opportunities in the Coming Year 

(Book Group versus Control Group) 

 

 Group N Mean Std Dev p Value Effect Size 

Science museum 
Book 52 3.4808 .77940 

.13 .23 
Control 52 3.3077 .75507 

Children’s museum 
Book 52 3.6923 .64286 

.23 .15 
Control 53 3.6038 .56635 

Art museum 
Book 52 3.0192 .87426 

.0211 .41 
Control 51 2.6667 .86410 

Library 
Book 52 3.9231 .26907 

.0012 .56 
Control 53 3.6226 .71324 

Aquarium 
Book 52 3.5577 .77746 

.14 .22 
Control 53 3.3962 .71628 

Zoo 
Book 52 3.7692 .61406 

.37 .07 
Control 52 3.7308 .52824 

Nature center 
Book 50 3.2200 .88733 

.31 .10 
Control 53 3.3019 .79867 

                                                
11

 t (101) = 2.058, p = .02. 
12

 t (66.748) = 2.866, p = .00. 
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 Group N Mean Std Dev p Value Effect Size 

Local park 
Book 52 3.9423 .23544 

.49 .01 
Control 53 3.9434 .23330 

Playground 
Book 52 3.9423 .23544 

.49 .01 
Control 53 3.9434 .23330 

 
Parents in the Television Group were significantly more likely than parents in 

Control Group to report that they would probably visit a library with their children 

in the coming year.  The table below summarizes the results. 

 
Table 12: 

Likelihood that Families Will Visit Places with Informal Education 

Opportunities in the Coming Year 

(Television Group versus Control Group) 

 

 Group N Mean Std Dev p Value Effect Size 

Science museum 
Episode 49 3.3265 .80072 

.45 .02 
Control 52 3.3077 .75507 

Children’s museum 
Episode 50 3.5200 .76238 

.26 .13 
Control 53 3.6038 .56635 

Art museum 
Episode 48 2.7917 .82406 

.23 .15 
Control 51 2.6667 .86410 

Library 
Episode 50 3.8400 .46773 

.03 .36 
Control 53 3.6226 .71324 

Aquarium 
Episode 50 3.3200 .79385 

.31 .10 
Control 53 3.3962 .71628 

Zoo 
Episode 50 3.6600 .59281 

.26 .13 
Control 52 3.7308 .52824 

Nature center 
Episode 48 3.2292 .83129 

.33 .09 
Control 53 3.3019 .79867 

Local park 
Episode 50 3.8400 .46773 

.08 .28 
Control 53 3.9434 .23330 

Playground 
Episode 49 3.9388 .24223 

.46 .02 
Control 53 3.9434 .23330 

 

These were somewhat unexpected findings, given that the focus of the study was 

not on encouraging reading books (going to the library) as much as science and 

math learning.  However, the findings may make some sense, given some of the 

anecdotal comments from parents about how the Curious George books actually 

inspired their children to read more or to learn to read: 
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 Oh my daughter loves reading books and she loved every part of reading 

Curious George together. After reading these books several times I 

noticed she tried to read it herself just by using the pictures and words 

herself though she doesn't know how to read. 

 

 My daughter is learning how to read, so she was discovering new words 

all the way through the book.  I think Curious George encouraged her to 

read more, sound out, etc. 

 

 These books are good for beginner readers. 

 

 These books can help kids who are having trouble with early reading. 

 

So, it appears that, for some families, the books were supporting early reading 

behavior, too. 

Families enjoyed Curious George, plan to keep using 
Curious George resources, and would highly recommend 
Curious George to other families. 

 

Finally, we explored the following questions: 

 

 Will children enjoy the Curious George books and episodes?  

 Will parents who read the Curious George books or watched the Curious 

George episodes be more likely to express an interest in doing more 

Curious George activities (such as reading books, visiting the website) or 

purchasing Curious George products in the future?   

 Will parents report that they would recommend Curious George books or 

episodes to other families? 

 

We found that nearly all the families in the Book Group and the Television Group 

(n = 95, 92%) reported that their children enjoyed reading the Curious George 

books—within that subgroup nearly three-quarter of the families (71%) “strongly” 

agreed that their children enjoyed the books.   

 

Most families in the Television Group reported that their children enjoyed 

watching the animated cartoon segments of the episodes (n = 47, 94%), and the 

live action segments (n = 43, 86%), with a preference for the animated segments. 

 

All parents (100%) reported that they would recommend Curious George 

episodes and books to other families. 

 

“My daughter is 

learning how to 

read, so she was 

discovering new 

words all the way 

through the book.  

I think Curious 

George encouraged 

her to read more, 

sound out, etc.” 

 

“Curious George 

books are easy to 

read, and 

educational at the 

same time. The 

pictures are 

entertaining and 

keep the child's 

attention, and they 

don't even know 

they are learning!” 
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Parents reported that they liked the fact that Curious George learns like a child 

would: 

 

 Naturally inquisitive, children love finding and working things out for 

themselves and they are constantly exploring, investigating and 

discovering. Their brains are buzzing with questions about everything 

they see around them. And it's this natural curiosity of the world that fuels 

their development. Curiosity and adventure is an essential part of the way 

children learn. Curious George shows this over and over. With Curious 

George, children develop creative thinking, problem solving skills and the 

ability to make friends. 

 

 The way Curious George explores and discovers new things is very 

entertaining and similar to how a child would for the first time, complete 

with mishaps! 

 

 I would recommend Curious George to other families. This show will 

amuse youngsters while encouraging them to be curious about math, 

science and engineering. It will also encourage children to explore their 

surroundings, something that children this age should be doing anyway.  

 

Other parents commented that they found Curious George to be wholesome, 

“safe” entertainment for their children: 

 

 Curious George is wholesome with great ideas about the world around 

us, natural phenomena and science. 

 

 Curious George is simple, interesting, and "safe" in my opinion.  I can 

count on Curious George books to be entertaining to my children and not 

present ideas that are not age appropriate. 

 

 I like Curious George.  I like the calm, slow nature of the shows.  I like 

that he learns things and doesn't get into real trouble.  I like that it's not 

sassy or rude.  My daughter watches very little TV but Curious George is 

one of the shows I allow her to watch and would certainly recommend to 

others. 

 

Parents commented that the books and episodes offer a great way to teach kids 

in a way that feels more like play than learning: 

 

 Curious George allows kids to learn without realizing they're learning.  I 

used to think Curious George was quite annoying (just being honest here) 

until I had kids.  Then I realized that kids need to be curious to learn.  We 

love George now! 

“Naturally 

inquisitive, 

children love 

finding and 

working things out 

for themselves and 

they are constantly 

exploring, 

investigating and 

discovering.  

Curiosity and 

adventure is an 

essential part of 

the way children 

learn. Curious 

George shows this 

over and over. 

With Curious 

George, children 

develop creative 

thinking, problem 

solving skills and 

the ability to make 

friends.” 
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 Great introduction to science concepts in a way that's very accessible and 

enjoyable for kids. 

 

 These Curious George books are just delightful, very enjoyable and teach 

children in a fun way.  They will encourage children to read. They are 

entertaining and fun to read aloud, fun for parents too. 

 

 Curious George books are easy to read, and educational at the same 

time. The pictures are entertaining and keep the child's attention, and 

they don't even know they are learning! 

 

 I would definitely recommend Curious George books to other families. 

The pictures are bright and beautiful. The story line is entertaining, yet 

educational.  And I appreciate the simple activities relating to the stories. 

 

 The videos allow my kids to learn more about science and math in a fun 

manner. 

 

 I have already told other moms of preschool and Kindergarten age 

children about the wonderful activities in the back (of the books). 

 

 The books are interesting, educational, and challenge kids to try 

something new.  

 

 These are wonderful books that I think a lot of parents of youngsters can 

relate to. 

 

 My daughter was never interested in boats before reading this book. Now 

she is asking for a sailboat for our bathtub. 

 

 We took a long time looking at the pictures.  My little girl likes the details 

of them, she points at the pictures and she starts telling the story and had 

new ideas for an experiment (the boat show) she wants to make her own 

boat with egg shells :). 

 

 Curious George books are simple and fun and these reinforce science 

and math concepts with a beloved character. 

 

 My son only watches a limited amount of TV and I like that he can watch 

something that helps him to learn and encourages his creativity and 

curiosity. 

 

“Great introduction 

to science concepts 

in a way that's very 

accessible and 

enjoyable for kids.” 

 

“My son only 

watches a limited 

amount of TV and I 

like that he can 

watch something 

that helps him to 

learn and 

encourages his 

creativity and 

curiosity.” 
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We asked parents in the Book Group and the Television Group to report on a 

scale of 1 (Not likely at all) to 4 (Very likely) how likely they would be to use 

Curious George resources again.   

 

As summarized in the table below, the average parent in both groups reported 

that they were highly likely to read Curious George books, visit the Curious 

George website, or watch Curious George episodes on TV in the future. 

 

Table 13: 

Likelihood of Using Curious George Resources in the Future 

 

 N Mean Std Dev 

How likely are you to watch Curious George on TV with 

your child? 
102 3.69 .529 

How likely are you to try out the Curious George 

website with your child? 
102 3.56 .679 

How likely are you to read more Curious George books 

in the future?  
101 3.68 .489 

 
Of the 102 families in the Book Group and the Television Group almost all 
families (n = 97, 95%) reported that they would likely be interested in purchasing 
Curious George products.  Books topped the list (87%), followed by board games 
(64%) and toys (58%). 
 

Table 14: 

Curious George Products that Families are Interested in Purchasing 

(N = 97) 

 

Product Frequency Percent 

Books 84 86.6% 

Board games 62 63.9% 

Toys 56 57.7% 

Video games 48 49.5% 

Apparel 27 27.8% 

Home furnishings 8 8.2% 

Note: Families could choose more than one product. 
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Summary 

 

This study found that the Curious George books and television episodes had a 

positive impact on young children’s knowledge of the science and math concepts 

covered.  Children who read the Curious George books and watched the Curious 

George episodes demonstrated significantly better knowledge of measurement, 

hibernation, colors, weather, buoyancy, sound, sorting, and plant life than 

children who did not read or watch Curious George.   

 

Moreover, the Curious George books prompted children to use scientific habits of 

mind while they were reading the books—asking questions, making predictions 

and showing curiosity.  Some parents even reported that, as a result of using 

Curious George resources, their children have been inspired to try other science 

activities at home or that they have observed their children teaching their siblings 

what they have learned from the Curious George books and episodes. 

 

We found that the Curious George books and the Curious George episodes each 

had a positive and significant impact on learning, and that reading the books and 

the episodes together reinforced those learning impacts.  Nearly all parents 

reported that reading the books after watching the episodes helped their children 

remember what they learned (92%) and helped to reinforce what their children 

learned in the episodes (96%). 

 

In addition to teaching children about science and math, the Curious George 

resources also had an impact on their parents.  The Curious George books and 

episodes helped parents to feel more confident about exploring science and 

math with their children and motivated them to do more science and math 

activities together in the future.  Parents reported that the episodes, books, and 

activities in the back of the books all gave them ideas for exploring science and 

math activities.  Interestingly, parents who used the Curious George resources 

were more likely to report intentions to visit a library in the coming year than 

parents who did not use the resources.  And, in fact, some parents reported that 

the Curious George books inspired their children to try to learn to read. 

 

We did not find any impact of the Curious George resources on parents’ plans to 

visit places where informal education takes place (e.g., science centers).  

However, this could be a function of what types of places are available and 

affordable to families. 

 

We also found that most parents in our sample felt confident about their ability to 

support their child in doing STEM-related activities and that there was little room 

for growth as a result of using Curious George resources.  It would be informative 

for future studies to see if Curious George resources can help parents with low 

“Curious George 

allows kids to 

learn without 

realizing they're 

learning.”  

-- Parent 



 

 

 Pa
ge

3
1

 
science and math literacy feel more confident about engaging their children in 

STEM activities. 

 

Nearly all the families who used the Curious George books and/or episodes 

reported that their children enjoyed reading the books (92%), watching the 

animated cartoons (94%), or watching the live action segments of the episodes 

(86%).   

 

All the parents who used Curious George resources (100%) reported that they 

would recommend Curious George episodes or books to other families.  Parents 

commented that they appreciated the fact that George learns like a child and that 

he is naturally inquisitive.  Parents also appreciated that Curious George is a 

wholesome, fun, and “safe” show that they can trust their children to watch.  They 

also enjoy that Curious George encourages their children to learn in a way that is 

fun and playful and does not “feel” like learning. 

 

  



 

 

 

Appendix A: Control Group Survey  
  



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group

Parents, please read the following aloud to your child: Curious George is a monkey. He 
likes to try lots of different things. We are going to tell you about some of the things that 
George wants to do and then we will ask you some questions about what you think might 
happen next. It’s OK if you don’t know. You can just guess or choose "don't know." I will 
read the questions to you and help you type, but YOU will come up with the answers on 
your own.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PARENTS: You may help your child read the questions and you may help them click on or type their responses, but please do 
not respond for them. The answers should be your child's own work. It's OK if they don't know the answers. Thank you! 

George is playing with his toy boat in a tub of water. 

 

1. George opens all the boat's windows and puts the boat under water. Will the boat float? 

2. To make sure the boat floats, should George make sure that there are no holes in the 
bottom of the boat? 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group
3. One day, George heard a cricket chirping loudly in his room. The next day, the cricket 
sounded quieter. Would the cricket be quieter if he moved closer to or further away from 
George? 

4. One day, George heard a bird singing quietly outside his window. The next day, the bird 
sang very loudly. Would the bird be louder if she moved closer to or further away from 
George? 

 

George is putting his toys away. He wants to put toys that are like each other in the same 
box.  

 

5. Does the ball belong with these toys? 

 

Closer
 

nmlkj

Further away
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Closer
 

nmlkj

Further away
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group
6. Does the ball belong with these toys? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Which one of George's toys does not belong in this group? 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj

Car
 

nmlkj

Truck
 

nmlkj

Train
 

nmlkj

Bear
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group

 

George wants to grow a garden with some things he found at home. George plans to bury them, water them, and care for them.  

8. If George plants a boot, will it grow? 

9. If George plants an apple seed, will it grow? 

One day, George and his friends used shoes to measure how tall they were. 

 

10. Who is taller? 

11. How much taller? 
 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

George
 

nmlkj

The dog
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group
12. George thinks that some animals hibernate (sleep) all winter. Is this true? 

 

George wants to visit his friends in the winter, but he thinks that some of them might be hibernating (sleeping). Which ones might be hibernating in 
the winter? 

13. Do bears hibernate in the winter? 

14. Do monkeys hibernate in winter? 

 

George wants to plan a picnic for tomorrow, but he needs to know if it will be sunny or rainy.  

15. If George sees clouds today, could this mean it will rain tomorrow? 

Yes, some animals sleep all winter.
 

nmlkj

No, there are no animals that sleep all winter.
 

nmlkj

Don't know.
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group
16. If George sees that the sky is red at sunset, could this mean it will rain tomorrow? 

 

17. George has blue paint, but he wishes he had purple paint. Which color could he add to 
make purple? 

18. George has red paint, but he wishes he had orange paint. Which color could he add to 
make orange?  

PARENTS: The remaining questions are for you to answer. Thank you! 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Blue
 

nmlkj

Yellow
 

nmlkj

Red
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj

Blue
 

nmlkj

Yellow
 

nmlkj

Red
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group
19. Pick three activities you would most like to do with your preschooler. These can be 
things you have or haven’t done before. (Choose up to 3) 

20. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements. My child... 
Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

…likes to count things. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to ask a lot of 
questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to arrange toys in 
different ways, or sort things 
by color or shape or other 
ways.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes solving problems or 
doing puzzles.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…comes up with his or her 
own ideas about why things 
work the way they do.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to learn how things 
work.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…often makes guesses and 
predictions about things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…is very curious about 
things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Listen to or play music with your child
 

gfedc

Draw pictures
 

gfedc

Look at the stars at night
 

gfedc

Observe insects and animals outdoors
 

gfedc

Play sports
 

gfedc

Collect acorns or rocks or other things from nature
 

gfedc

Grow a garden or indoor plants
 

gfedc

Read stories
 

gfedc

Build with blocks
 

gfedc



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group
21. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements. I know how to... 

22. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements: 

23. How likely are you to visit these places with your kid(s) in the coming year? 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

…help my child sort things 
such as blocks or colored 
beads or buttons or other 
objects.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…help my child explore our 
home or community for 
new places or things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…work with my child to 
solve simple problems.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…show my child how things 
work.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…encourage my child to 
ask questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…encourage my child to 
guess or make a prediction 
about how something 
works—and then test his or 
her ideas.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

You need to know a lot 
about science to help your 
kids learn science.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

You need to know a lot 
about math to help your 
kids learn math.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Very Likely Likely Not Very Likely Not Likely at All

Science museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Children’s museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Art museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Library nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Aquarium nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Zoo nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Nature center nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Local park nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Playground nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj



Curious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control GroupCurious George - Control Group
24. We are interested in learning about the kinds of children’s products that families like to 
purchase. For example, are you interested in purchasing Curious George products? 

25. [If Yes or Maybe] Which of the following products might you be interested in 
purchasing? (Choose all that apply) 

Yes
 

nmlkj

Maybe
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

I don’t know who Curious George is
 

nmlkj

Toys
 

gfedc

Video games
 

gfedc

Books
 

gfedc

Board games
 

gfedc

Apparel
 

gfedc

Home furnishings
 

gfedc

I don’t know
 

gfedc



 

 

 
Appendix B: Book Group Survey  
  



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only

Parents, please read the following aloud to your child: Curious George is a monkey. He 
likes to try lots of different things. We are going to tell you about some of the things that 
George wants to do and then we will ask you some questions about what you think might 
happen next. It’s OK if you don’t know. You can just guess or choose "don't know." I will 
read the questions to you and help you type, but YOU will come up with the answers on 
your own.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PARENTS: You may help your child read the questions and you may help them click on or type their responses, but please do 
not respond for them. The answers should be your child's own work. It's OK if they don't know the answers. Thank you! 

One day, George and his friends used shoes to measure how tall they were. 

 

1. Who is taller? 

2. How much taller? 
 

3. George thinks that some animals hibernate (sleep) all winter. Is this true? 

George
 

nmlkj

The dog
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes, some animals sleep all winter.
 

nmlkj

No, there are no animals that sleep all winter.
 

nmlkj

Don't know.
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only

 

George wants to visit his friends in the winter, but he thinks that some of them might be hibernating (sleeping). Which ones might be hibernating in 
the winter? 

4. Do bears hibernate in the winter? 

5. Do monkeys hibernate in winter? 

 

George wants to plan a picnic for tomorrow, but he needs to know if it will be sunny or rainy.  

6. If George sees clouds today, could this mean it will rain tomorrow? 

7. If George sees that the sky is red at sunset, could this mean it will rain tomorrow? 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only

 

8. George has blue paint, but he wishes he had purple paint. Which color could he add to 
make purple? 

9. George has red paint, but he wishes he had orange paint. Which color could he add to 
make orange?  

PARENTS: The remaining questions are for you to answer. Thank you! 

10. Pick three activities you would most like to do with your preschooler. These can be 
things you have or haven’t done before. (Choose up to 3) 

Blue
 

nmlkj

Yellow
 

nmlkj

Red
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj

Blue
 

nmlkj

Yellow
 

nmlkj

Red
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj

Listen to or play music with your child
 

gfedc

Draw pictures
 

gfedc

Look at the stars at night
 

gfedc

Observe insects and animals outdoors
 

gfedc

Play sports
 

gfedc

Collect acorns or rocks or other things from nature
 

gfedc

Grow a garden or indoor plants
 

gfedc

Read stories
 

gfedc

Build with blocks
 

gfedc



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only
11. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements. My child... 

12. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements. I know how to... 

13. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements: 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

…likes to count things. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to ask a lot of 
questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to arrange toys in 
different ways, or sort things 
by color or shape or other 
ways.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes solving problems or 
doing puzzles.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…comes up with his or her 
own ideas about why things 
work the way they do.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to learn how things 
work.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…often makes guesses and 
predictions about things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…is very curious about 
things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

…help my child sort things 
such as blocks or colored 
beads or buttons or other 
objects.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…help my child explore our 
home or community for 
new places or things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…work with my child to 
solve simple problems.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…show my child how things 
work.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…encourage my child to 
ask questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…encourage my child to 
guess or make a prediction 
about how something 
works—and then test his or 
her ideas.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

You need to know a lot 
about science to help your 
kids learn science.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

You need to know a lot 
about math to help your 
kids learn math.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only
14. How likely are you to visit these places with your kid(s) in the coming year? 

15. Which books did you read and how many times did you read them? 

Very Likely Likely Not Very Likely Not Likely at All

Science museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Children’s museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Art museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Library nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Aquarium nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Zoo nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Nature center nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Local park nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Playground nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

We Did Not Read This Book We Read this Book Once We Read this Book Twice
We Read this Book Several 

Times

Curious George Roller 
Coaster

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George Winter’s 
Nap

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George Colors 
Eggs

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George Rain or 
Shine

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only
16. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements about the Curious 
George books: 

17. Did your child discover anything new from reading the books? Please describe. 

 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

My child enjoyed reading 
the books.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child tried to guess what we 
might discover/what might 
happen next.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child asked a lot of 
questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child talked about the 
things she/he was seeing.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child came up with ideas 
about why certain things 
were happening.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The Curious George books 
gave me ideas about how 
to explore science and 
math topics with my kid(s).

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The activities in the back of 
the Curious George books 
gave me ideas about how 
to explore science and 
math topics with my kid(s).

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The Curious George books 
made me feel more 
confident that I can help 
my kid(s) learn about 
science and math.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I am more likely now to do 
science and math activities 
with my kid(s) than before I 
read the Curious George 
books.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

55

66



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only
18. How likely are you to watch Curious George on TV with your child? 

19. How likely are you to try out the Curious George website with your child? 

20. How likely are you to read more Curious George books in the future?  

21. Would you recommend the Curious George books to other families? Why or why not? 

 

22. We are interested in learning about the kinds of children’s products that families like to 
purchase. For example, are you interested in purchasing Curious George products? 

55

66

Very likely
 

nmlkj

Likely
 

nmlkj

Not very likely
 

nmlkj

Not likely at all
 

nmlkj

Very likely
 

nmlkj

Likely
 

nmlkj

Not very likely
 

nmlkj

Not likely at all
 

nmlkj

Very likely
 

nmlkj

Likely
 

nmlkj

Not very likely
 

nmlkj

Not likely at all
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

Maybe
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group OnlyCurious George - Book Group Only
23. Which of the following products might you be interested in purchasing? (Choose all 
that apply) 

Toys
 

gfedc

Video games
 

gfedc

Books
 

gfedc

Board games
 

gfedc

Apparel
 

gfedc

Home furnishings
 

gfedc

I don’t know
 

gfedc



 

 

 
Appendix C: Television Survey #1  
  



Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1

Parents, please read the following aloud to your child: Curious George is a monkey. He 
likes to try lots of different things. We are going to tell you about some of the things that 
George wants to do and then we will ask you some questions about what you think might 
happen next. It’s OK if you don’t know. You can just guess or choose "don't know." I will 
read the questions to you and help you type, but YOU will come up with the answers on 
your own.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PARENTS: You may help your child read the questions and you may help them click on or type their responses, but please do 
not respond for them. The answers should be your child's own work. It's OK if they don't know the answers. Thank you! 

George is playing with his toy boat in a tub of water. 

 

1. George opens all the boat's windows and puts the boat under water. Will the boat float? 

2. To make sure the boat floats, should George make sure that there are no holes in the 
bottom of the boat? 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1
3. One day, George heard a cricket chirping loudly in his room. The next day, the cricket 
sounded quieter. Would the cricket be quieter if he moved closer to or further away from 
George? 

4. One day, George heard a bird singing quietly outside his window. The next day, the bird 
sang very loudly. Would the bird be louder if she moved closer to or further away from 
George? 

 

George is putting his toys away. He wants to put toys that are like each other in the same 
box.  

 

5. Does the ball belong with these toys? 

 

Closer
 

nmlkj

Further away
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Closer
 

nmlkj

Further away
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1
6. Does the ball belong with these toys? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Which one of George's toys does not belong in this group? 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj

Car
 

nmlkj

Truck
 

nmlkj

Train
 

nmlkj

Bear
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1Curious George - Television Group #1

 

George wants to grow a garden with some things he found at home. George plans to bury them, water them, and care for them.  

8. If George plants a boot, will it grow? 

9. If George plants an apple seed, will it grow? 

PARENTS: The remaining questions are for you to answer. Thank you! 

10. Pick three activities you would most like to do with your preschooler. These can be 
things you have or haven’t done before. (Choose up to 3) 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Listen to or play music with your child
 

gfedc

Draw pictures
 

gfedc

Look at the stars at night
 

gfedc

Observe insects and animals outdoors
 

gfedc

Play sports
 

gfedc

Collect acorns or rocks or other things from nature
 

gfedc

Grow a garden or indoor plants
 

gfedc

Read stories
 

gfedc

Build with blocks
 

gfedc
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11. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements. My child... 

12. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements. I know how to... 

13. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements: 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

…likes to count things. nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to ask a lot of 
questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to arrange toys in 
different ways, or sort things 
by color or shape or other 
ways.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes solving problems or 
doing puzzles.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…comes up with his or her 
own ideas about why things 
work the way they do.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…likes to learn how things 
work.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…often makes guesses and 
predictions about things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…is very curious about 
things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

…help my child sort things 
such as blocks or colored 
beads or buttons or other 
objects.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…help my child explore our 
home or community for 
new places or things.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…work with my child to 
solve simple problems.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…show my child how things 
work.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…encourage my child to 
ask questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

…encourage my child to 
guess or make a prediction 
about how something 
works—and then test his or 
her ideas.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

You need to know a lot 
about science to help your 
kids learn science.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

You need to know a lot 
about math to help your 
kids learn math.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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14. How likely are you to visit these places with your kid(s) in the coming year? 

15. Which episodes did you watch and how many times did you watch them? 

Very Likely Likely Not Very Likely Not Likely at All

Science museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Children’s museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Art museum nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Library nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Aquarium nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Zoo nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Nature center nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Local park nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Playground nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

We Did Not Watch this One We Watched this Once We Watched this Twice
We Watched this Several 

Times

Buoy Wonder (When 
George and his friend Bill 
enter a boat race)

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George and the 
Invisible Sound (When 
George tries to find the 
chirping cricket in his 
house)

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George, Dog 
Counter (When George 
leads the dogs from the 
dog show to his house)

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Squirrel for a Day (When 
George buries things from 
his house in the ground)

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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16. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements about the Curious 
George episodes: 

17. Did your child discover anything new from watching Curious George? Please 
describe. 

 

18. How likely are you to watch Curious George on TV again with your child? 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

My child enjoyed watching 
the animated (cartoon) 
episodes.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

My child enjoyed watching 
the live action (with real 
people) clips.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The cartoons gave me 
ideas about how to explore 
science and math topics 
with my kid(s).

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The live action videos gave 
me ideas about how to 
explore science and math 
topics with my kid(s).

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The live action videos 
made me feel more 
confident that I can help 
my kid(s) learn about 
science and math.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I am more likely now to do 
science and math activities 
with my kid(s) than before I 
watched Curious George.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

55

66

Very likely
 

nmlkj

Likely
 

nmlkj

Not very likely
 

nmlkj

Not likely at all
 

nmlkj
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19. How likely are you to try out the Curious George website with your child? 

20. Would you recommend Curious George to other families? Why or why not? 

 

55

66

Very likely
 

nmlkj

Likely
 

nmlkj

Not very likely
 

nmlkj

Not likely at all
 

nmlkj
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Parents, please read the following aloud to your child: Curious George is a monkey. He 
likes to try lots of different things. We are going to tell you about some of the things that 
George wants to do and then we will ask you some questions about what you think might 
happen next. It’s OK if you don’t know. You can just guess or choose "don't know." I will 
read the questions to you and help you type, but YOU will come up with the answers on 
your own.  

Some of these questions are the same as the questions you answered a couple weeks 
ago. We just want to see if you would answer anything differently now. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PARENTS: You may help your child read the questions and you may help them click on or type their responses, but please do 
not respond for them. The answers should be your child's own work. It's OK if they don't know the answers. Thank you! 

George is playing with his toy boat in a tub of water. 

 

1. George opens all the boat's windows and puts the boat under water. Will the boat float? 

2. To make sure the boat floats, should George make sure that there are no holes in the 
bottom of the boat? 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj
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3. One day, George heard a cricket chirping loudly in his room. The next day, the cricket 
sounded quieter. Would the cricket be quieter if he moved closer to or further away from 
George? 

4. One day, George heard a bird singing quietly outside his window. The next day, the bird 
sang very loudly. Would the bird be louder if she moved closer to or further away from 
George? 

 

George is putting his toys away. He wants to put toys that are like each other in the same 
box.  

 

5. Does the ball belong with these toys? 

 

Closer
 

nmlkj

Further away
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Closer
 

nmlkj

Further away
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj
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6. Does the ball belong with these toys? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Which one of George's toys does not belong in this group? 

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj

Car
 

nmlkj

Truck
 

nmlkj

Train
 

nmlkj

Bear
 

nmlkj

I don't know
 

nmlkj
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George wants to grow a garden with some things he found at home. George plans to bury them, water them, and care for them.  

8. If George plants a boot, will it grow? 

9. If George plants an apple seed, will it grow? 

PARENTS: The remaining questions are for you to answer. Thank you! 

10. Which books did you read and how many times did you read them? 

We Did Not Read This Book We Read this Book Once We Read this Book Twice
We Read this Book Several 

Times

Curious George Boat Show nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George Finds a 
Friend

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George and the 
Dog Show

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Curious George Plants a 
Seed

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Don't know
 

nmlkj



Curious George - Television Group #2Curious George - Television Group #2Curious George - Television Group #2Curious George - Television Group #2
11. Please tell us how much you agree with the following statements about the Curious 
George books: 

Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree

My child enjoyed reading 
the books.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child tried to guess what we 
might discover/what might 
happen next.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child asked a lot of 
questions.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child talked about the 
things she/he was seeing.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

As we read together, my 
child came up with ideas 
about why certain things 
were happening.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The Curious George books 
gave me ideas about how 
to explore science and 
math topics with my kid(s).

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The activities in the back of 
the Curious George books 
gave me ideas about how 
to explore science and 
math topics with my kid(s).

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The Curious George books 
made me feel more 
confident that I can help 
my kid(s) learn about 
science and math.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

I am more likely now to do 
science and math activities 
with my kid(s) than before I 
read the Curious George 
books.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The books helped my child 
remember what she/he 
learned from watching the 
Curious George episodes.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj

The books reinforced what 
my child learned from 
watching the Curious 
George episodes.

nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj nmlkj
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12. Did your child discover anything new from reading the books? Please describe. 

 

13. How likely are you to read more Curious George books in the future?  

14. Would you recommend Curious George to other families? Why or why not? 

 

15. We are interested in learning about the kinds of children’s products that families like to 
purchase. For example, are you interested in purchasing Curious George products? 

16. Which of the following products might you be interested in purchasing? (Choose all 
that apply) 

55

66

55

66

Very likely
 

nmlkj

Likely
 

nmlkj

Not very likely
 

nmlkj

Not likely at all
 

nmlkj

Yes
 

nmlkj

Maybe
 

nmlkj

No
 

nmlkj

Toys
 

gfedc

Video games
 

gfedc

Books
 

gfedc

Board games
 

gfedc

Apparel
 

gfedc

Home furnishings
 

gfedc

I don’t know
 

gfedc
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